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S5/6 Course Choice
Making the right course choices in S5 and S6 is a very important 
part of your educational development. The choices that you make 
at these times are crucial to your educational future and your 
possible career thereafter. It is vitally important, therefore, that you 
take the option choice process seriously and that you give it your 
full attention and commitment. 

It is important that your course choices are based on full and 
accurate information. This document is a starting point and 
contains details of each of the courses on offer. You should read 
it carefully. You should also discuss your course choices with your 
family and friends as this will give you every opportunity to think 
through your decisions. 

You will, of course, receive advice and support from staff in 
the school. You will have a formal options interview with your 
pupil support teacher; however, by this point you should more 
or less know what subjects you are planning to take. If you are 
unsure, you should speak to your pupil support teacher and/or 
your subject teachers prior to your options interview. In addition 
to this, you can request a careers appointment through your 
pupil support teacher. It is essential that those of you who are 
considering further study at college or university check carefully 
which subjects are essential for your preferred courses. You will 
find this information by checking the prospectus or website of 
the college or university concerned. Again, speak to your pupil 
support teacher if you need help. 

Your course choices are vitally important to your future. Think 
carefully before you make any decisions and remember to seek 
advice if you are unsure. 

•	� Tuesday 27 January 2026
	 Curricular Choice Evening

•	 Friday 06 March 2026 
	 S5 into S6 Choosing for Success

•	 Tuesday 09 March 2026
	 S4 into S5 Choosing for Success

Important dates for your planner



Choosing Subjects
VVhen you were choosing your subjects at the end of second 
year; you were advised to keep a balanced set of subjects and 
not to cut out any subjects which might be important later on. 
This time, you should be thinking more selectively about which 
subjects to take. 

You should take the following factors into account 

• 	� Choose subjects that are essential for your chosen career area / 
university or college course 

• 	� Choose the subjects that you are most likely to pass at the next 
level and at the highest grade

• 	 Choose subjects that you enjoy

• 	� Keep a balanced range of subjects if you are still unsure of a 
career area

The correct choice of subject is vitally important. In S4 you  
studied eight, nine or ten subjects, whereas in S5 you will be 
studying 5 subjects. 

You must choose a sensible set of subjects, especially if you intend 
to go on to Higher or Further Education. To ensure progression 
you must choose the correct LEVEL to study in each subject.  
The 5 subjects will be chosen from the eight, nine or ten subjects 
that you are currently studying. (NB this can include PE and 
RMPS). 
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You should by now have some idea of the kind of Higher 
Education, Further Education, training course or career for which 
you are aiming and you should be aware of any subjects that you 
require to study in order to achieve that aim. It may be difficult for 
students to decide which other subjects to choose. You should 
speak to your class teachers, Pupil Support teacher and your 
parents who can all advise you of your realistic prospects in your 
proposed course. 

If you are considering applying to university, particularly for 
courses such as Medicine, Veterinary Medicine, Dentistry, 
Physiotherapy and Pharmacy you are advised to consult the 
university website and/or telephone the admissions officer,  
as the entrance requirements can change from year to year.



Vocational Programme
East Renfrewshire Council and Williamwood High School have 
developed a very successful vocational programme providing 
young people with the opportunity to achieve qualifications and 
a progression route that fits them best, and that will serve their 
interests, talents and ambition. 
Pupils interested in college based options should see their pupil 
support teachers to find out more. This will not commit pupils to 
a course but will give them, and their parents, the opportunity to 
consider the courses available so they may make a relevant and 
appropriate choice. 

On the school option form there is a box to tick if pupils are 
interested in work-related courses. Pupils who tick this box will be 
given the opportunity to find out more about the specific courses 
on offer as further details become available. In the meantime, you 
may wish to contact Mr A Thomson (Principal Teacher of Pupil 
Support) who will be happy to discuss the vocational programme 
with you and answer any questions you may have. 
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GENERAL ADVICEGENERAL ADVICE

“Crash” Subjects
Only students in S6 can take a “crash” Higher - i.e. in a subject 
that they have not previously studied to National 5 level. Advice 
should be sought from the relevant subject principal teacher and 
also from your pupil support teacher as this is not an easy option.  

Career choice
Students planning to take up full-time employment or training 
after sixth year should take advice from their pupil support teacher 
and from the Careers Advisor on appropriate subject choice. 
There are a variety of vocational options within the vocational 
programme which may be of relevance and interest. Students can 
take a combination of school based courses and college based 
courses. 

Pupil Support
Your Pupil Support teacher will be able to advise you about the 
balance of subjects you are considering, and their appropriateness 
in the light of your progress over the past few years and in the 
context of any career interests you may already have. 

Subject Teacher
Your current S5 teachers will be able to tell you whether you have 
a realistic chance of success if you take that subject to a more 
advanced level. 

If you are thinking of starting a new subject or “crash” subject,  
be sure that you really understand what will be involved -

how much practical work, how much written work, how much 
homework, what work you might need to catch up in your own 
time - the best person to ask is the Principal Teacher of that 
department. 

Careers Interview
Any pupil in the school can request an appointment with the 
Careers Advisor at any time. A self-referral system is in operation - 
please speak to your pupil support teacher if you wish to request 
an interview. 
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CHOOSING THE RIGHT COURSESCHOOSING THE RIGHT COURSES

To maximise attainment and post school opportunities it is 
essential that young people choose courses that build on 
strengths from prior learning. 

In order to support young people to make the correct decision 
regarding their options for S5 or S6, they will meet with their 
Pupil Support teacher to discuss their option choices and receive 
a recommended pathway on their school report, from each 
department.

It is essential that young people, teachers and parents work 
together and use all information available to make the right 
choices and maximise their opportunities. Every year we 
encounter young people struggling, often with subjects  
they were advised not to take.

Progression from National 5 to Higher Charts

The table shows the % of pupils who failed Higher in 2025 based 
on their National 5 results in 2024 across East Renfrewshire:

e.g. For a pupil who gains an A-grade pass at National 5 Biology, 
the table shows they have a 2% chance of failing Higher Biology.

For a pupil who gains a C-grade pass at National 5 Chemistry, 
the table shows they have an 85% chance of failing Higher 
Chemistry.

Administration 0 16 45
Art and Design 1 16 25*
Biology 2 22 52
Business Man 4 25 67
Chemistry 3 43 85
Computing 4 14 NA
Design and 
Manufacture

20 63* NA

Drama 3 31 NA
English 2 30 69
French 1 35 67
Geography 2 7 40
Graphics 0 6 17*
History 3 3 46
Maths 6 55 68
Modern Studies 5 35 33*
Music 3 25 NA
Physical Education 1 8 9
Physics 4 24 63
Spanish 2 NA 83*
All Subjects 3 28 58

Grade Achieved  
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BACKGROUNDBACKGROUND

What is a Foundation Apprenticeship?
A Foundation Apprenticeship can help young people gain 
valuable, real-world work experience and access work-based 
learning while still at school, closing the gap between the 
classroom and the workplace.

By giving young people earlier exposure to the world of work, 
we’re helping them develop the skills, experience and knowledge 
they’ll need when they leave school.

For young people it’s the chance to get a head start on their 
careers by gaining an industry-recognised qualification, work on 
real projects and broaden their career options when they leave 
school. 

And for employers, it’s the chance to attract highly motivated 
and committed young people who are willing to learn, identify 
young people who are right for their business and ensure their 
organisation has people with the skills they need.

Learning in the workplace 
Foundation Apprenticeships are a work-based learning 
opportunity for secondary school pupils in S5. Young people 
spend time out of school at college or with a local employer, and 
complete the Foundation Apprenticeship alongside their other 
subjects like National 5s and Highers.

The qualification takes two years to complete and is linked to 
one of six key sectors of the Scottish economy, so young people 
are getting industry experience which will help them kick-start a 
successful career in their chosen field.

A Foundation Apprenticeship can lead straight into a job, further 
study at college or university, or a Modern Apprenticeship

You may wish to source a work placement yourself. This would 
need to be health and safety checked by Gateway Service.

What is East Renfrewshire’s Vocational 
programme?
East Renfrewshire’s Vocational Programme brings various council 
services together with local employers and colleges of further 
education, to provide a range of stimulating vocational courses for 
pupils. The programme currently offers approximately 500 places 
providing a broader range of options for East Renfrewshire pupils 
entering 5th or 6th year (with S4 places available) offering them 
the opportunity to study for a vocational or national qualification 
together with their other subjects.

Who can apply for a place on the programme?
Pupils attending East Renfrewshire secondary schools who are 
about to enter 5th or 6th year (S4 are eligible). Places are limited; 
therefore pupils will be nominated and interviewed by their school 
prior to a place being offered. If courses are oversubscribed or 
pupils are unsuccessful they will be placed  
on a reserve list and advised if a place becomes available.

How is the programme delivered?
Courses run during the academic year and will be delivered within 
the school week. Locations and duration are given in  
the appropriate programme page. Pupils do not attend during  
in-service days, exams, public holidays and/or school holidays.
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GENERAL INFORMATIONGENERAL INFORMATION

Joining
•	� All secondary schools in East Renfrewshire participate in this 

programme, so places are limited. The vocational programme 
office and your school can provide you and your parents with 
further information on each option and its availability

•	� You will discuss with your Pastoral/Pupil Support Teacher the 
most suitable course

•�	� Prior to starting and once your place has been confirmed your 
parent or carer must complete a “joining form” available online

•	 The joining form provides permission for you to attend

Transport
•	� Transport will take you to your location and will return you back 

to school at the end of the afternoon

•	� If you do not live near the school your parent or carer will need 
to make arrangements to pick you up at the end of the day if 
they do not wish you to make your own way home

•	 There may be some independent travel

Health & Safety
As some of the options will require you to operate equipment,  
wuse tools or work in certain specialised areas, special clothing 
may be required, known as “personal protective equipment” 
(PPE). If required you will be provided with PPE.

• �You must bring your PPE each week. Please complete this 
section online

• �All training venues, activities and tasks that you undertake have 
been risk assessed to ensure safety standards are met

• �You are expected to conduct yourself in a safe and appropriate 
manner

• �All bus and taxi drivers work to specific standards, fully 
observing health and safety regulations

How will a vocational course help me?
• �Vocational courses are intended to provide a pathway for you 

to employment, training or further and higher education

Who would consider these options?
• �You should be well mannered, mature, well behaved and keen 

to adapt to a college learning environment

• �You should be interested in learning about your chosen option

• �You should be prepared to fully participate in all aspects  
of the programme

• �You should be working at the appropriate level in school with 
an aptitude and enthusiasm for your chosen option

The difference
• �Vocational qualifications are part of the same structure and 

covered by the same arrangements as subjects delivered  
in school

• �Whilst progressing through the programme, you will naturally 
work towards five core skills which are transferable into the 
world of work: communication, numeracy, working with others, 
problem solving and information technology

• �All courses have been developed to recognise the needs  
of future employers, and in most cases the relevant industry 
sector has assisted with the development
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Gateway Shared Services
Gateway is a dynamic public sector, not-for-profit organisation, 
which specialises in providing online and printed careers, 
education and work-related information resources for young 
people. 
These support the development of career management and 
employability skills.
Find out more about Gateway by visiting www.ceg.org.uk

Resources 
The valuable resources available in school and online include:

• 	� Planit at www.planitplus.net
	� Providing accurate, up-to-date information on: over 700 

jobs, college and university courses throughout Scotland  
and a range of interactive tools.

• �	Workit at www.workit.info
	� An online system for managing work placement applications, 

used by pupils to identify and book suitable placements. 

Skills for the future: Meta-Skills
To ensure we thrive as individuals, businesses and on an economic and a societal level, we all need to develop 
new skills. These skills are not just to help us cope in this environment of ongoing change. They are skills to excel; 
to collaborate and empathise with others and to create our own futures. We have termed these skills for the future 
‘meta-skills’.  The meta-skills covered will help learners to adapt to and embrace the inevitable changes to industry, 
job roles and society that are expected as a result of continuing technological advance. The development of these 
meta-skills, together with the three literacies (literacy, numeracy and digital literacy), will support learners as they 
prepare themselves for this uncertain and constantly evolving future. It will also help centres to develop innovative 
delivery and assessment methods that maximise the opportunities for skills development (meta-skills and literacies) 
to be integrated throughout delivery and assessment. 
These skills, alongside the literacies, have been grouped into the following categories, as shown in the diagram below.

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?

 
Early Learning and Childcare 
Glasgow Clyde College – Langside Campus  
National Progression Award (NPA): Social Services: Children and 
Young People - SCQF 6 
 
 
What are a few of the Meta skills I will develop? 
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Early Learning and Childcare 
Glasgow Clyde College – Langside Campus  
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Young People - SCQF 6 
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Skills Development Scotland
At Skills Development Scotland (SDS) we provide young people with a range of career information, 
advice and guidance. Our professionally qualified School Careers Advisers are available to support 
young people at key decision stages as they progress through school. Careers information and advice 
is also delivered through our websites My World of Work and Apprenticeships.scot. 
Young people and their parents or carers can make an appointment to speak to their SDS careers 
adviser in school at any time if they are feeling worried about their career journey. 

SQA Qualifications in the Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework
This Framework diagram has been produced to show the mainstream Scottish qualifications already credit rated by SQA and HEIs. However, there are a diverse number of learning 
programmes on the Framework, which, due to the limitations of this format, cannot be represented here. For more information, please visit the SCQF website at www.scqf.org.uk to view 
the interactive version of the Framework or search the Database. 

THE SCOTTISH CREDIT AND QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK

SCQF
Levels

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

SQA Qualifications Qualifications of Higher
Education Institutions

Apprenticeships & SVQs

Advanced Higher, Awards,
Scottish Baccalaureate

Higher National
Diploma

Professional
Development Award

Graduate Apprenticeship
Professional Apprenticeship

SVQ

Graduate Apprenticeship 
Professional Apprenticeship

 Professional Apprenticeship

Higher Apprenticeship
Technical Apprenticeship

SVQ

Graduate Apprenticeship
Technical Apprenticeship

SVQ

Modern Apprenticeship
SVQ

Modern Apprenticeship
Foundation Apprenticeship

SVQ

Modern Apprenticeship 
SVQ

SVQ

Higher National
Certificate

National
Certificate

National
Progression Award

National 5, Awards,
Skills for Work National 5

National 4, Awards,
Skills for Work National 4

National 3, Awards,
Skills for Work National 3

Higher, Awards,
Skills for Work Higher

Doctoral Degree

Masters Degree, Integrated Masters 
Degree, Post Graduate Diploma,

Post Graduate Certificate

Honours Degree, Graduate Diploma,
Graduate Certificate

Bachelors / Ordinary Degree,
Graduate Diploma, Graduate Certificate

Diploma Of Higher Education

Certificate Of Higher Education

National 2,
Awards

National 1,
Awards
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ACCOUNTING ACCOUNTING (S6 only)

Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
The aim of the Higher Accounting course is to help you to 
understand and use financial information. You will learn to 
prepare accounting statements as well as analyse, interpret and 
report on a company’s financial performance. The skills you will 
develop in this course include numeracy and logical reasoning. 
The course combines practical and theoretical aspects of 
learning related to accounting, and will allow you to use IT for 
some tasks.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
• 	��An interest in Accounting

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Accounting SCQF Level 6:
• 	Financial Accounting

•	 Management Accounting

•	 Analysing Accounting Information

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� Other National Qualifications, National Certificates, Higher 

National Certificates, Higher National Diplomas and degrees in 
accountancy or other business related subjects. The level you 
might enter would depend on the level and relevance of your 
other qualifications.

• 	Employment and/or training in an accounting related industry

CONTENTS
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City of Glasgow College – City Campus 
SCQF Level 6 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

COURSE OUTLINE
The aim of the Higher Accounting course is to help you to understand 
and use financial information. You will learn to prepare accounting 
statements as well as analyse, interpret and report on a company’s 
financial performance. The skills you will develop in this course 
include numeracy and logical reasoning. The course combines 
practical and theoretical aspects of learning related to accounting, 
and will allow you to use IT for some tasks. 

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday & Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to May. 

Please note, you will travel home independently by bus or train 
from the City of Glasgow College. Please refer to the Scottish 
Government free travel for young people under 22.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have: 
•	� National 5 Accounting or Mathematics and English at Grade C or 

above. Due to the nature of this subject pupils should expect to 
spend around 2 hours a week outside class revising layouts and 
classwork. 

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Accounting SCQF Level 6:
•	� Financial Accounting 
•	� Management Accounting 
•	� Analysing Accounting Information.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME WHEN 
I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� Other National Qualifications, National Certificates, Higher 

National Certificates, Higher National Diplomas and degrees in 
accountancy or other business related subjects. The level you  
might enter would depend on the level and relevance of your  
other qualifications

•	� Employment and/or training in an accounting related industry
•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 

advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school,  
and beyond.

CONTENTS
PAGE

Valuable resources:      www.myworldofwork.co.uk  •  www.planitplus.net  •  www.workit.info
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COURSE STRUCTURE AND ASSESSMENT
In order to gain an award within this course, pupils must pass all of the mandatory 
units and assessments outlined within the course. There are four units within the 
course, and all of them are mandatory.
The units are structured as follows:
1.	 Unit One: An Introduction to Creative Industries within Scotland
Unit one will consist of a research task that will focus on the  
following areas:
• 	� Investigation into the Creative Industries within Scotland
• 	� Investigation into employment within a chosen sector of the Creative Industries
• 	� A review and evaluation on candidate’s own employ-ability skills
2.	 Unit Two: Understanding a Creative Brief
Unit two will require pupils to demonstrate an understanding of the following issues: 
• 	 Analysis on the structure of a creative brief
• 	� Exploration of the roles and responsibilities of a client and a creative team
• 	� Methods for responding to a creative brief by way of a presentation to proposed 

clients
3.	 Unit Three: The Creative Process
Unit three will allow candidates the opportunity to:
• 	 Focus on creative thinking and collaborative working
• 	 Gain an awareness of the key stages of a creative process
• 	� Interpret a design brief, and they will contribute their own creative ideas to an 

overall team response
• 	 Discuss and explore different solutions to the given brief
• 	� Work collaboratively to prepare and present a team response to the given brief
• 	 Evaluate the team response to the brief
4.	 Unit Four: Storytelling for the Creative Industries
The final unit will see candidates:
• 	� Explain the key aspects of storytelling and presentation within the Creative 

Industries
• 	� Evaluate a selection of creative industry stories for various platforms and 

audiences
• 	� Create a present an interpretation of a creative industry story in response to 

a brief
Candidates must pass all four course units in order to secure a course award. 
Assessments will be ongoing throughout the course. Candidates will be assessed  
on areas such as research and investigation, analysis, communication and design.  
All course work produced by candidates, will be logged and displayed within 
a design folio and sketchbook. A substantial component of the course, will see 
candidates produce solutions to two large design project briefs.
The course also requires a percentage of self and peer assessment, which will be 
carried out throughout the course duration. These assessments will all contribute 
to a final course award. Candidates will also be expected to undertake a final 
examination in the form of a question paper to coincide with the course  
work that they have produced. 
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ARCHITECTURE AND  ARCHITECTURE AND  
CREATIVE INDUSTRIESCREATIVE INDUSTRIES

Higher (SCQF Level 6)
COURSE OUTLINE
Architecture and Creative Industries at Level 6, provides 
candidates with a deeper understanding of the world of 
creative industries and design within Scotland. This Level 
6 course, offers a path of progression from the Level 5 
Architecture and Creative Industries course. However, this 
course can also be taken as a standalone qualification at 
Level 6, equivalent to a Higher qualification. Research, 
investigation and creativity are all at the heart of the 
course, making it interesting and varied. The Architecture 
and Creative Industries course develops the knowledge 
and skills required for employment or further study within 
the Creative Industries. Within Scotland, there are several 
Creative Industries. This course offers an insight into the 
industry sectors of Architecture, Product Design and 
Graphic Design. Pupils will be afforded the opportunity 
to gain an insight into all of these sectors and choose the 
one that they are most interested in to explore further. 
Throughout the course, pupils will complete varied 
research and investigation tasks, towards given briefs, 
culminating in final design proposals. There will also be 
opportunities for physical modelling in response to tasks.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
• 	� Keen interest in the Creative Industries
• 	� Keen interest in Sketching and Design
• 	� Good level of Literacy

COURSE AIMS
The aims of the course are to enable students to gain 
invaluable experience within areas such as: 
• 	� Job roles and responsibilities of those working within 

the Creative Industry sector
• 	� Transferrable skills within areas such as organisation, 

communication and evaluative practices. All of which 
are desired by employers.

• 	� Key aspects of the creative process (media platforms, 
commissions and legal parameters).

• 	� Structure and language of creative briefs and how they 
can be interpreted.

• 	� Skills in responding to a creative brief through 
appropriate investigation, design and presentation.
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ART AND DESIGNART AND DESIGN

Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Higher Art and Design course provides learners with a broad, 
practical experience of art and design skills and related Art and 
Design Studies. 

Higher candidates sit a written exam. The Higher course is divided 
into three components, Expressive, Design and Art and Design 
Studies.

Expressive and Design are folio based and the art and design 
studies comprises of a written examination.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
Preferable:
• �National 5 Art & Design

• �An enthusiasm for Drawing, Painting, Building and Making

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Art & Design SCQF Level 6:
•	 Art and Design: Expressive Activity

•	 Art and Design: Design Activity

•	 Art and Design: Studies

COURSE FOLIO
Expressive Activity Portfolio 
You will draw on, extend and apply the skills you have learned 
during the production of research and initial development. This 
area of the course enables you to plan, develop, produce and 
present art work which demonstrates creativity and the application 
of practical skills. Through further development of observational 
drawing and painting skills you will explore methods to visually 
represent the world you live in and communicate your thoughts, 
ideas and opinions. In the portfolio you will produce, two single 
object drawings and of compositional studies and an A2 painting.

Design Activity Portfolio
You will draw on, extend and apply the skills you have learned  
during the production of research and initial development.  
This area of the course enables you to plan, develop, produce 
and present design work which demonstrates creativity and the 
application of practical design skills. Using creativity, problem 
solving and critical thinking skills, you will resolve design issues 
and constraints by producing a functional design resolution.
Through further development you will produce a variety of  
design drawings, samples and models. A final design resolution  
is produced and photographed.

Both portfolios of work will be presented to the SQA for 
external assessment. 
Art and Design Studies - Written Work
By investigating the work of artists and designers, you will 
develop a critical understanding of a range of art and design 
practice, enabling you to understand the impact of social and 
cultural influences on the work of artists and designers.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:

•	� Advanced Higher Art and Design, National Qualifications, 
National Certificates, Higher National Certificates, Higher 
National Diplomas 

•	 Employment (including SVQs)

•	 Exemplify your creativity skills

CONTENTS
PAGE
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Advanced Higher (SCQF Level 7)

ART AND DESIGNART AND DESIGN
((ENQUIRY: DESIGNENQUIRY: DESIGN))

COURSE OUTLINE
The Advanced Higher in Design offers you a programme 
of study which aims to equip you with diversity of thought, 
freedom of experimentation and play, and the ability to use 
your imagination to present and develop new Design ideas. 
Introducing you to the necessary skills, which will allow you to 
develop your expertise and realise your full creative design 
potential.

You will show that you can research and investigate a Design 
area of personal interest. You will plan the investigation, analyse 
examples of design work and develop design ideas which are 
both functional and aesthetic. You will express substantiated 
personal judgments about a design work and the contexts 
which influenced your work. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
Preferably:
• �Higher Art and Design

• �A keen interest in Visual Art

• �An aim to progress to higher levels of study

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Art & Design Enquiry: Design Advanced Higher  
SCQF Level 7:
• �Art and Design (Design): Design Enquiry

• �Art and Design (Design): Design Studies

• �Accessible to diverse range of learners

DESIGN ENQUIRY
The portfolio provides evidence of your ability to further develop 
and resolve your chosen design idea(s). This design work should 
be clearly based on your selected initial idea(s) and informed by 
the design brief. The portfolio will be produced over an extended 
period of time. This allows you the opportunity to develop, 
reflect on and refine your work before it is presented for external 
assessment/marking. The completed portfolio is worth 60%, the 
evaluation is worth 10% and the Design Studies is worth 30%. 
There is no written exam at this level.

DESIGN STUDIES
Writing a dissertation with a maximum of 2000 words you will 
produce a contextual analysis of a selected design work by 
discussing related contexts and analysing their impact on the 
features of the design work. Candidates reflect on and evaluate 
their creative decisions and design work

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
• �BA Honours Degree in Art and Design

• �Other National Qualifications

• �Employment (including SVQ’s)

CONTENTS
PAGE
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ART AND DESIGNART AND DESIGN
((ENQUIRY: EXPRESSIVEENQUIRY: EXPRESSIVE))

Advanced Higher (SCQF Level 7)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Advanced Higher in Art and Design (Expressive): Expressive 
Enquiry will give you the opportunity to show that you can plan 
and carry out a personal art enquiry. You will select expressive 
stimuli and produce initial investigative drawings and studies 
before developing and refining developmental ideas for art work 
for the enquiry. You will also analyse your creative choices and 
decisions and independently evaluate your art work. You will learn 
to find unexpected patterns, by making connections sometimes 
between quite unrelated things.

You will show that you can research and investigate an art area 
of personal interest. You will plan the investigation, analysing 
examples of art work and practice within a chosen area of art. You 
will express substantiated personal judgements about art work 
and the contexts which influenced your work.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 Higher Art and Design

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Advance Higher Art and Design (Enquiry: Expressive)  
SCQF Level 7:
•	 Art and Design (Design): Expressive Enquiry

•	 Art and Design (Design): Expressive Studies

EXPRESSIVE ENQUIRY
The portfolio is to assess your ability to integrate and apply 
practical art skills and in-depth knowledge and understanding 
of expressive art practice across the course. You will select one 
or more examples of your earlier expressive investigative and 
development work from your unit. You will use this as a basis for 
developing and producing pieces of highly resolved expressive art 
work. The portfolio will be produced over an extended period of 
time. This allows you the opportunity to develop, reflect on and 
refine your work before it is presented for external assessment/ 
marking. The completed portfolios worth 60%, the evaluation is 
worth 10% and the Expressive Studies is worth 30%. There is no 
written exam at this level.

 
EXPRESSIVE STUDIES
Writing a dissertation with a maximum of 2000 words you will 
produce a contextual analysis of a selected artwork by discussing 
related contexts and analysing their impact on the features of 
the artwork. Candidates reflect on and evaluate their creative 
decisions and artwork.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 A degree in Art and Design or a related field

•	 Other National Qualifications

•	 Employment (including SVQ’s)

CONTENTS
PAGE



COURSE OUTLINE
The Skills for Work Automotive Skills will give you an 
opportunity to develop basic practical skills necessary to work 
in the automotive industry. You will gain experience of carrying 
out basic vehicle checks, including the specific skills involved 
in removal and replacement of components and mechanisms 
of a vehicle. Relevant jobs such as light and heavy vehicle 
maintenance, motorcycle maintenance, vehicle fitting, auto 
electrical, accident repair – body and paint operations, parts 
distribution and roadside assistance. You will gain an overview 
and an awareness of the skills required by employers within 
this industry.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).   
The duration of the course is August to June.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must:
• 	�National 4 Maths and English

• 	�Have a genuine interest in car mechanics and enjoy  
working as part of a team.

Glasgow Kelvin College 
SCQF Level 4 – Open to S4/5/6 Pupils

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Skills for Work: Automotive Skills SCQF 4: 
• 	�The Garage 
• 	�The Technician 
• 	�The Car
• 	�The Vehicle Modification Project.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:

• 	�City & Guilds (Entry Level) Automotive Vehicle Maintenance 
and Repair

• 	�Employment opportunities after training such as, Motor Vehicle 
Technician Apprentice or Car Valet. 

This course will allow a taste of what to expect in the vehicle 
repair industry. It will give knowledge which could assist in getting 
a Modern Apprentice position within a garage or alternatively 
access to a further education course.

• 	��Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.

CONTENTS
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COURSE OUTLINE
The National Progression Award in Customised Make-Up and 
Eye Treatments course will provide you with the opportunity to 
learn about different skin types, tones, and principles of colour 
correction. You will explore how skin deteriorates with age, and 
how pigmentation changes over time. You will examine the 
suitability of make-up for certain individuals, such as those with 
skin conditions or allergies. Through skin analysis, you will identify 
a client’s skin type and tone, then apply make-up using safe and 
hygienic practices. To further elevate the look, you’ll be trained 
in the application of cluster and strip lashes to complement 
various eye shapes. You will learn how to spot different face, eye, 
and eyebrow shapes, and understand when it’s safe to carry out 
eyelash and eyebrow treatments. You will develop practical skills in 
eyelash lifting, eyebrow lamination, tinting of both eyelashes and 
eyebrows, and eyebrow shaping.  After completing treatments, 
you will learn how to provide aftercare and home care advice. You 
will work as part of a salon team, focusing on meeting client needs, 
treatment timing, personal presentation, and hygiene control. 

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to April.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must:
•	 ��Be 16 years of age at the start of the course 
•	 ��3 passes at National 5, 1 of which should be English
•	 ��Have a keen interest in Beauty Industry
•	 ��Enjoy working as part of a team & have a caring, mature approach
You will be required to work on each other, so you must be 
prepared to be a client or model for all treatments.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National Progression Award in Customised Make-Up and  
Eye Treatments – SCQF Level 6:
•	�� Customised Make-Up
•	 Eyelash and Eyebrow Treatments 

Glasgow Clyde College – Langside Campus 
SCQF Level 6 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
Upon successful completion and subject to attendance, effort 
and commitment you will be offered an Unconditional place 
within Glasgow Clyde College on one of the following courses. 
The level you might enter would depend on the level and 
relevance of your other qualifications.
•	�� National Certificate (NC) or National Qualification (NQ) course 

in Hairdressing, Barbering, Make-up Artistry or Beauty Therapy. 
After completing the National Qualification (NQ) or National 
Certificate (NC) further study at Glasgow Clyde College is 
available. You can study a Higher National Certificate (HNC) 
in Hairdressing, Beauty or even Make-up Artistry. 

You might go on to do:
•	�� A Modern Apprenticeship, leading to a Scottish Vocational 

Qualification (SVQ) Levels 2 & 3 in Hairdressing, Barbering,  
Make-up Artistry and or Beauty Therapy. Apprenticeships  
usually last for two years

•	�� Attend college or training provider (usually one day a week)  
whilst in employment (salon) which will include on the job 
training

•	�� With relevant work experience, you can be employed a salon 
stylist, Barber, Make-up Artist, Beauty therapist etc, with further 
opportunities for career progression, as salon manager or even  
a salon owner

•	�� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school.

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?
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BIOLOGYBIOLOGY
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Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Higher Biology course will develop your interest and 
enthusiasm for biology in a range of contexts. The skills of 
scientific inquiry and investigation are developed, throughout 
the course, by investigating the applications of biology. This 
will enable you to become a scientifically literate citizen, able to 
review the science-based claims you will meet. This course is a 
broad and up-to-date selection of concepts and ideas relevant 
to the central position of life science within our society.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 National 5 Biology (Grade A-C)

•	 National 5 Mathematics

Due to the interdisciplinary nature of the Sciences, it is 
recommended that candidates also have a pass in National 5 
Chemistry or Physics.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Biology SCQF Level 6:
•	 DNA and the Genome

•	 Metabolism and Survival

•	 Sustainability and Interdependence

COURSE ASSESSMENT
The assignment has two stages:
•	 Research stage; and

•	 Communication stage, during which the report is written.

The assignment report will be externally marked by SQA.

Course Exam – externally set and assessed by SQA.  
This is split into 2 Papers - Multiple Choice (25marks) and 
Extended Response (95 marks).

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 Advanced Higher Biology

• Human Body Structure and Function (must attain an A in  
	 Higher Biology) 

• Health Sector

• Entry to employment, training and further or higher education



23
CONTENTS

PAGE23

BIOLOGYBIOLOGY
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Advanced Higher (SCQF Level 7)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Advanced Higher Biology course is based on integrative 
ideas and unifying principles of modern biological science.  
It covers key aspects of life science at the molecular scale  
and extends to aspects of the biology of whole organisms  
that are among the major driving forces of evolution.

In addition, the Advanced Higher Biology course aims to 
develop a sound theoretical understanding and practical 
experience of experimental investigative work in biological 
science.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 Higher Biology

•	 Higher Mathematics

Due to the interdisciplinary nature of the Sciences, it is 
recommended that candidates also have a pass in Higher 
Chemistry or Higher Physics.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Advanced Higher Biology SCQF Level 7:
•	 Cell and Proteins

•	 Organisms and Evolution

•	 Investigative Biology

COURSE ASSESSMENT
Course Exam – externally set and assessed by SQA. The question 
paper has two sections.  
Section 1 – contains multiple-choice questions and has 20 marks. 

Section 2 – contains structured and extended-response questions 
and has 80 marks.

Investigation (project)
The purpose of the project is to allow you to carry out an  
in-depth study of a biology topic. You will individually investigate 
the underlying biology of your chosen topic, as well as extend and 
apply the skills of independent /autonomous working.  
This will further develop and enhance your scientific literacy  
and assess the application of skills of scientific inquiry and related 
biology knowledge and understanding.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 HND/degree in a biology based course

•	 Entry to employment in a biology-based discipline  
	 or related area
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COURSE OUTLINE
The National 4 in Building Service Engineering will provide you 
with the knowledge and understanding of building services 
engineering and the course will allow you to develop transferable 
skills such as problem solving, planning, organisational and 
communication skills.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).   
The duration of the course is August until April.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	� National 4 Maths 
•	� An interest in working in the electrical, plumbing or  

HVAC industry.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National 4 in Building Services Engineering SCQF Level 4:
•	� Building Services Engineering: Introduction to Safe 

Working Practices 
•	 Building Services Engineering: Introduction to Energy 
•	 Building Services Engineering: Introduction to Science 
•	 Building Services Engineering: An Introduction 
•	 Building Services Engineering: Employability Skills. 

Glasgow Kelvin College - Springburn Campus 
SCQF Level 4 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� Modern Apprenticeships in Heating and Ventilation, Service 

and Maintenance, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning or general 
employment in the engineering or construction industry

•	� A National Progression Award in Building Services Engineering. 
The level you might enter would depend on the level and 
relevance of your other qualifications

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.
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COURSE OUTLINE
The National Certificate (NC) in Building Services Engineering 
will provide you with the opportunity to develop the knowledge, 
understanding and skills of the building services engineering 
sector of the construction industry.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Monday and Wednesday all day. 
Please note, that unlike other options, this course requires 
continuous attendance from August to June and may impact 
on other subjects attendance. In addition, you will travel 
independently by bus or train.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have: 
•	 National 5 Maths and a Science at A or B level. 

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National Certificate in Building Services Engineering  
SCQF Level 6:
Mandatory Units:
•	 Health and Safety   
•	 Graphical Detailing   
•	 Science
•	 Electrical and Electronic Technology
•	 Building Services Engineering Technology
•	 Mathematics: Technician
•	 Construction Technology & Design
•	 Building Services Engineering: Design Project.

Glasgow Kelvin College - Springburn Campus 
SCQF Level 6 – Open to S6 Pupils

You will study optional units to be discussed with the lecturer 
once course commences, such as:
•	 Heating and Plumbing   
•	 Air Conditioning and Ventilation
•	 Refrigeration Technology
•	� Planning, Organisation and Control of Resources in 

Construction.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to:
•	� Modern Apprenticeships in Heating and Ventilation, Service 

and Maintenance, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning or general 
employment in the engineering or construction industry

•	� A Higher National Certificate (HNC) in Building Services 
Engineering, Electrical Installation, Plumbing, Mechanical    
Engineering or Manufacturing Engineering

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.
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COURSE OUTLINE
The Higher National Certificate (HNC) course will provide you with 
the opportunity to develop technical, skills in Building Services 
Engineering. You will undertake a course of study that relates 
to the design, installation, maintenance and management of 
heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) systems within 
commercial/industrial buildings. 

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Monday and Wednesday all day. 

Please note, that unlike other options, this course requires
continuous attendance from August to June and may impact
on other subjects attendance. In addition, you will travel 
independently by bus or train.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 Higher Maths or Physics.

Glasgow Kelvin College - Springburn Campus 
SCQF Level 7 – Open to S6 Pupils

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher National Certificate in Building Services Engineering 
SCQF Level 7:
•	 Design Principles and Application
•	 Heating
•	 Ventilating and Air Conditioning
•	 Thermofluids and Acoustic Criteria
•	 �Analytical Methods
•	 Building Services Engineering Science
•	 �Piped Distribution Services
•	 Health and Safety in the Building Services Industry
•	 Building Services Project Management
•	 �Final Project.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to:
•	� Glasgow Kelvin College has an articulation partnership with 

many universities to a degree in engineering
•	 Modern Apprenticeships in Heating and Ventilation
•	 Service and Maintenance
•	� Refrigeration and Air conditioning or general employment in 

the engineering or construction industry
•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 

advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.
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City of Glasgow College 
SCQF Level 7/8 – Open to S6 Pupils

COURSE OUTLINE
The Higher National Certificate in Business aims to develop 
the required knowledge and skills required for employment 
in a business environment, enabling you to enter a range of 
administrative, commercial or managerial positions. It will provide 
you with the opportunity to adopt an innovative and creative 
approach to work; give you the tools to respond quickly to 
challenges posed by changes in the business environment.  

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday all day (9.30am to 4pm). 

Please note, that unlike other options, this course requires 
continuous attendance from August to June and may impact 
on other subjects attendance. In addition, you will travel 
independently by bus or train.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must:
•	� have 3 passes at National 5 (A-C)
•	� have 2 Highers (A-C) in relevant subject areas – English 

Administration, Business and Management, Economics, History, 
Modern Studies, Maths or a Science Subject.

This course is demanding in terms of written work, study at home 
and group work.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher National Certificate (HNC) in Business –  
SCQF Level 7/8 Mandatory Units:
•	 Managing people and Organisations
•	 Marketing 
•	 Economic Issues
•	 Accounting for Business
•	 Business Communication
•	 IT in Business: Spreadsheets
•	 Business: Graded Unit 1
•	 Business Fundamentals and Emergent Technologies

A range of Optional units are available such as:
•	 Business Law
•	 Digital Marketing Communications
•	 Human Resource Management.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do: 
•	 �Higher National Diploma (HND) in Business Management 
•	 �A range of university Degree courses
•	 �Employment opportunities, such as: Banking Advisor,  

Personal Assistant, Team Leader or Trainee Manager
•	 �Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 

advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.



28
CONTENTS

PAGE28

BUSINESS MANAGEMENTBUSINESS MANAGEMENT

CONTENTS
PAGE

Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Higher Business Management course will extend your 
understanding of the ways in which organisations in the private, 
public and third sectors operate. You will carry out activities 
that highlight the opportunities and constraints on these 
organisations in the pursuit of their strategic goals.
You will develop skills and knowledge that will deepen your 
understanding and critical awareness of the issues facing 
organisations in the management of people and finance.  
In addition, you will extend your knowledge that will deepen  
your understanding of the importance to organisations of  
having effective marketing and operations systems.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	� Business Management at National 5

•	 Interested in a course in Business

COURSE ASSESSMENT 
The SQA will assess this course in two parts: 
•	� Question Paper – externally set and assessed by the SQA  

(90 marks). This is made up of case study and extended 
response questions. 

•	� Research Project – externally assessed by the SQA (30 marks) 
and is on a business and topic of their interest/choice from 
the Higher course

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Business Management SCQF Level 6:
•	� Understanding Business

•	� Management of People and Finance

•	� Management of Marketing and Operations

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� Advanced Higher Business

•	� A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National 
Certificate (HNC), Higher National Diploma (HND) or degree.  
The level you might enter would depend on the level and 
relevance of your other qualifications

•	� Employment (including SVQs)
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Advanced Higher (SCQF Level 7)

COURSE OUTLINE
This course is designed for students who wish to continue 
their study of Business Management beyond Higher and who 
subsequently may wish to continue their studies at college 
or at university. Topics covered by these units consist of; 
the EU, Corporate Social Responsibility and Ethics, growth 
of multinationals, transfer pricing, equality and diversity, 
leadership and management theories, teams and time and 
task management.

Advanced Higher Business will also give pupils the 
opportunity to lead and take a managerial role within the 
Young Enterprise Team. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have: 
•	� Business Management at Higher level

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Advanced Higher Business Management SCQF Level 7:
•	� The External Business Environment

•	� The Internal Business Environment

•	� Evaluating Business Information

•	� Interested in a Business Degree

COURSE ASSESSMENT  
The SQA will assess this course in two parts:
•	�� Question Paper - externally set and assessed by the SQA  

(80 marks). This is made up of case study and extended  
response questions.

•	� �Research Project - externally assessed by the SQA (40 marks) 
and is on a topic of their interest/choice from the Advanced 
Higher course. 

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do: 
•	� Higher Business Management 

•	� Higher National Diploma (HND) or Degree level studies in a  
wide range of Business courses at College or University. 
Advanced Higher Business covers many topics learnt in first  
year university on universal Business courses. The level you  
might enter would depend on the level and relevance of your 
other qualifications

•	� Employment within HR Management, Marketing and Sales, 
Retail, Banking and Accountancy  
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City of Glasgow College
SCQF Level 6 – Open to S5 Pupils for 2 Year Model / S6 for 1 Year Model

COURSE OUTLINE
The aim of the Foundation Apprenticeship is to provide you with a range of 
business and IT skills allowing you to apply a solutions-based approach to 
improving business processes, to work logically and methodically to pre-set 
deadlines.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Please refer to your Pastoral/Pupil Support Teacher regarding the attendance 
pattern. 
Please note, that unlike other options, this course requires continuous 
attendance from August to April with a possible week in June.  This may 
impact on other subjects attendance. In addition, you will travel home 
independently by bus or train from the City of Glasgow College. Please 
refer to the Scottish Government free travel for young people under 22.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
•	 National 5 in English, Maths, Business or IT subject 
•	� Achieved or working towards Higher (A-C) in relevant subject areas – 

Economics, Accounts, Business etc. by end of S6 
A short personal statement on why you want to study a Foundation 
Apprenticeship is required. 
Please note if studying Business Higher at school 2 of the 3 business  
units are included in the Foundation Apprenticeship. 

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Foundation Apprenticeship in Business Skills SCQF Level 6 GR50 46: National 
Progression Award in NPA in Business Skills SCQF Level 6 Mandatory units:
• 	Understanding Business   
• 	Management of People and Finance 
•	� PC Passport: Working with IT Software – Word Processing & Presenting 

Information
•	� PC Passport: Working with IT Software – Spreadsheet and Database
•	 Contemporary Business Issues.

Work Based Challenge Unit
•	 Work Placement
4 units from SVQ Level 3 Business and Administration  
SCQF Level 6:
• 	Plan how to manage own performance in a business  
	 environment
•	 Communicate in a business environment
•	 Support other people to work in a business environment
•	 Design and produce documents in a business environment.
A Foundation Apprenticeship is a work based learning 
apprenticeship, where you are expected to attend work  
placements either physically or remotely including work  
shadowing, industry talks, industry visits and work related  
training. 

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:   
•	� Employment opportunities such as, office supervisor,  

assistant manager or team leader 
•	� A full time higher education course, such as a Higher  

National Certificate (HNC), Higher National Diploma  
(HND) or degree

	� The level you might enter would depend on the level and 
relevance of your other qualifications

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people 
with making key career decisions as they progress through 
school, and beyond.



31
CONTENTS

PAGE31

CHEMISTRYCHEMISTRY

CONTENTS
PAGE

Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Higher Chemistry course provides a good basis for the future 
study of chemistry and chemistry–related subjects in higher 
education or if you wish to pursue a career in a  
science-based area.

The Higher Chemistry course builds upon prior learning and 
covers key areas of organic, physical, inorganic and analytical 
chemistry. The ‘Researching Chemistry’ unit provides you with 
the opportunity to develop and apply your literacy, numeracy, 
communication and scientific investigative skills within a topical, 
scientific context.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 National 5 Chemistry and National 5 Mathematics

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Chemistry SCQF Level 6:
•	 Chemical Changes and Structure

•	 Nature’s Chemistry

•	� Chemistry in Society

COURSE ASSESSMENT
SQA Question Papers (80% of final grade)
Question Paper 1 – 25 marks of multiple choice questions  
(40 mins).

Question Paper 2 – 95 marks of written questions (2 hrs 20 mins).

Completed during the main SQA diet of exams, April – June.

Assignment (20% of final grade)
A written report of a chemical investigation completed during the 
Researching Chemistry Unit. 

The Assignment Report is externally marked by the SQA.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 Advanced Higher Chemistry

•	� A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National 
Certificate (HNC), Higher National Diploma (HND) or degree. 
The level you might enter would depend on the level and 
relevance of your other qualifications
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Advanced Higher (SCQF Level 7)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Advanced Higher Chemistry course will develop your 
knowledge and understanding of the physical and natural 
environments. The course builds on the Higher level, developing 
further the underlying theories of chemistry and the practical skills 
used in the chemical laboratory. The course also develops the 
skill of independent study and thought that are essential in a wide 
range of occupations.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
• Higher Chemistry and Higher Mathematics

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Advanced Higher Chemistry SCQF Level 7:
• �Inorganic and Physical Chemistry

• �Organic Chemistry and Instrumental Analysis

• �Researching Chemistry

COURSE ASSESSMENT
SQA Question Paper (75% of final grade)
3 hour exam, consisting of 25 marks of multiple choice questions 
and 85 marks of written questions.

Completed during the main SQA diet of exams, April – June.

Project (25% of final grade)
The project will assess the application of skills of scientific inquiry 
and related chemistry knowledge and understanding. It requires 
you to demonstrate aspects of challenge and application; you will 
apply skills of scientific inquiry, using related knowledge, to carry 
out meaningful and appropriately challenging tasks in chemistry 
and communicate findings in a report.

The project will be externally marked by the SQA.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
Further study at a higher education undertaking Higher National 
Diplomas (HND) and degrees in Science, Engineering, Medicine 
and Teaching. The level you might enter would depend on the 
level and relevance of your other qualifications.
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Glasgow Clyde College – Langside Campus
SCQF Level 4 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

COURSE OUTLINE
The Skills for Work (SfW) in Early Education and Childcare course 
at Glasgow Clyde College is designed as an introduction to early 
learning and childcare and will help you to begin to understand 
some of the demands and responsibilities of working in this sector. 
You will have the opportunity to acquire critical generic employability 
skills through a variety of practical experiences that are linked to this 
particular vocational area, early learning, childcare and play work.
Please note that there is no placement attached to this course.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to April.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have: �
•	 English National 4.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Skills for Work: Early Education and Childcare SCQF Level 4:
Mandatory Units:
•	 Child Development
•	 Play in Early Learning and Childcare
•	 Working in Early Learning and Childcare

Candidates also study one optional Unit which will be chosen  
by the college:
•	 Care of Children
•	 Maintenance of a Safe Environment
•	 Contemporary Families.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO 
ME WHEN I FINISH?
Upon successful completion and subject to attendance, effort  
and commitment you will be offered an Unconditional place  
within Glasgow Clyde College on one of the following 
courses.  The level you might enter would depend on the 
level and relevance of your other qualifications.

•	� A one-year full time National Certificate (NC) or National 
Qualification (NQ) course in Early Education and Child Care.

You might also go on to do:
•	� A one-year full time higher education course, such as 

a Higher National Certificate (HNC) in Early Education 
and Childcare. You may be able to progress to a Nursery 
Manager post once you have achieved a degree or 
equivalent in Childhood Practice

•	� A Modern Apprenticeship in Childcare or Early Years  
Care and Education, leading to a Scottish Vocational  
Qualification (SVQ) Levels 2 to 4 in Children’s Care,  
Learning and Development

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people 
with making key career decisions as they progress through 
school, and beyond.

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?

 
Early Learning and Childcare 
Glasgow Clyde College – Langside Campus  
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COURSE OUTLINE
The Higher National Certificate (HNC) in Civil Engineering will 
provide you with the opportunity to develop your understanding 
of specialist technical knowledge in Civil Engineering, enhance 
your understanding of construction design, practice and 
management. The qualification in Civil Engineering will give you 
the skills, knowledge and understanding you need to achieve 
high performance in the national and international construction 
environment. The course is an ideal stepping stone for those  
for those with ambitions of working within Civil Engineering in 
a professional, managerial or technical capacity.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Monday and Tuesday all day. 
Please note, that unlike other options, this course requires 
continuous attendance from August to June and may impact 
on other subjects attendance. 
In addition, you will travel independently by bus or train. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have: 
•	 �Higher Maths, Physics or Technological Higher subject Grade 

C or above OR successful completion of NQ engineering/
construction OR Foundation Apprenticeship.

Glasgow Kelvin College – Springburn Campus
SCQF Level 7 – Open to S6 Pupils

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher National Certificate in Civil Engineering SCQF Level 7: 
Mandatory Units: 
•	 �Technology, Materials and Testing
•	 �Contract and Project Management
•	 �Specialisms
•	 �Construction:
•	 �Site Surveying
•	 �Substructure
•	 �Technical Communication
•	 �Structural:
•	 �Mechanics
•	 �Final Project
You will study optional units to be discussed with the lecturer 
once course commences, such as: :
•	 �Geotechnics
•	 �CAD
•	 �Highways
•	 �Mathematics.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 �Employment 
•	 �A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National 

Diploma (HND) or degree. The level you might enter would 
depend on the level and relevance of your other qualifications 

•	 ��Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.
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COURSE OUTLINE
The National Progression Award (NPA) in Computer Games 
Development will introduce you to the genres, trends and 
emerging technologies at the cutting edge of the computer 
games industry. You will explore core concepts such as design, 
media assets and development. Working with the latest 
software programs, you will learn about digital planning and 
design, creation of media assets, and development and testing. 
In addition to improving your computational thinking skills, 
the course will provide you with the opportunity to develop 
employability skills and core skills through collaborative  
enterprise activities.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to April. 
Please note, you will travel home independently by bus or 
train from the City of Glasgow College. Please refer to the 
Scottish Government free travel for young people under 22. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have: 
•	 3 passes at National 5, 1 of which should be Maths
•	 Some aptitude for code at an introductory level, although  
	 these skills will be developed throughout the course.

City of Glasgow College – City Campus
SCQF Level 5 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National Progression Award in Computer Games Development 
SCQF Level 5:
•	 Computer Games Design
•	 Computer Games Media Assets
•	 Computer Games Development. 

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME
WHEN I FINISH?
You will have the opportunity to progress to studying the  
National Certificate (NC) in Computer Games Development.   
If you have Higher Maths progression to the Higher National 
Certificate/Diploma (HNC/D) in Computer Games Development  
is encouraged.

You might go on to do:
•	� A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National 

Certificate (HNC), Higher National Diploma (HND) or degree, 
in the computer games industry, computer games (Design), 
programmer, or related area of study. The level you might 
enter would depend on the level and relevance of your other 
qualifications

•	� A career in graphic design or as a games tester

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school,  
and beyond.
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Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
The course introduces candidates advanced computational 
processes, which you will learn to apply across a variety of 
contemporary contexts. You will also gain an awareness of the 
important role that computing professionals play in meeting the 
needs of society today and for the future. 

You will develop your skill in analysis, design, implementation, 
testing and evaluation to create a range of complex digital 
solutions through the use of programming, database and website 
development. You will then learn how to communicate advanced 
computing concepts and explain computational behaviour clearly 
and concisely, using appropriate terminology. Finally, you will 
develop awareness of current trends in computing technologies 
and their impact in transforming and influencing our environment 
and society. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 Computing Science at National 5 at level A or B

•	 Interested in a course in Computing

 
QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
•	 Software Design and Development (45 marks)

•	 Computer Systems (10 marks) 

•	� Database Design and Development (25 marks) OR Web Design 
and Development (25 marks) 

•	� Interested in a Degree in a Computing related subject

ASSESSMENT IS COMPRISED OF:
•	 Examination – 80 marks	 May 

•	 Practical Assignment – 40 marks	 Feb/March

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National 

Certificate (HNC), Higher National Diploma (HND)

•	� Degree in a variety of computing related disciplines such as 
Web Design, Computers Games Design, Cyber Security or 
Software Engineering

The level you might enter would depend on the level and 
relevance of your other qualifications
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Advanced Higher (SCQF Level 7)

COURSE OUTLINE
The AH Computing Science course offers students the 
opportunity to explore Computing Science in greater depth. 
It prepares students with not only the technical knowledge to 
implement solutions but also the project management skills to 
see a project through to completion successfully. The course is 
especially suited to students considering a career in Computing 
Science. It will also benefit any student who wishes to develop 
their skills in critical thinking, problems-solving and planning.

ENTRY TO THE COURSE
This is at the discretion of the school but you would normally 
be expected to have attained Higher Computing at grade B 
or above.

COURSE STRUCTURE
The course consists of three units:

Software Design and Development
•	 Consider Project Planning and Development processes in the 		
	 context of creating software

•	 Advanced Data Structures – Parallel Arrays, Arrays of Records, 	
	 Arrays of Objects, 2D Arrays

•	 Object-Oriented Programming

•	 Searching and Sorting Algorithms

Database Design and Development
•	 Consider Project Planning and Development processes  
	 in the context of creating databases

•	 Multi-table Relational Databases

•	 Server-hosted databases

•	 Database Definition Language (MySQL)

•	 Database Manipulation Language (MySQL)

Web Design and Development
•	 Consider Project Planning and Development processes in  
the context of creating websites

•	 Capturing data with HTML Forms

•	 Responsive design for different devices

•	 PHP – Server-side scripting

ASSESSMENT
The course is assessed by an external exam set by SQA and a 
coursework ‘project’ issued by SQA.

EXAM
•	 2 hrs    •  55 marks

PROJECT
•	 Practical project and written report completed alongside course

•	 Project integrates learning from two units e.g. a software project 
that integrates with a database

•	 80 marks

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO  
ME WHEN I FINISH?
Computing Science and Information Technology is one of the 
fastest growing employment areas in the UK and around the 
world. Advanced Higher Computing Science is an accepted 
qualification for a variety of courses:

•	 Computing Science 
•	 Information Science 
•	 Computer Engineering 
•	 Software Engineering 
•	 Cybersecurity 
•	 Games Design

CONTENTS
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COURSE OUTLINE
The Construction Foundation Apprenticeship course 
includes practical construction crafts units in 5 trade 
areas. It is a suitable level of entry for candidates 
with an aptitude for practical crafts work who can 
cope with demands at National 5. You will learn a 
variety of skills in the trade specific units. In addition, 
you will develop skills and attitudes that enhance 
employability, not just in the Construction industry 
but in employment generally. 

Included in the course is the Work-Based Challenge 
Unit which will require you to draw on technical skills 
developed through the course and apply these in 
a work based situation. The course will have the 
involvement of an Industry partner in developing  
and evaluating the challenge.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm). 
The duration of the course is August to June.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:

•	� 3 passes at National 5, 1 of which should be Maths
•	� An interest in working in the construction industry.

Glasgow Clyde College - Cardonald Campus  
SCQF Level 5 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Construction Foundation Apprenticeship Level 5 SCQF Level 5:
•	� Work Based Challenge 
•	� Employability and Behavioural Skills
•	� Develop Bench Joinery Skills	
•	� Introduction to Joinery
•	� Construction project
A Foundation Apprenticeship is a work based learning apprenticeship,  
where you are expected to attend industry talks, industry visits and work 
related training.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
On successful completion of this course, you will have the opportunity to 
be treated as an internal applicant. This will also be dependent on your 
attendance and commitment to this course. You could progress on to one of 
the following full-time programmes. The level you might enter would depend 
on the level and relevance of your other qualifications.

You might go on to do: 

•	� National Progression Award (NPA) in Joinery SCQF 5

•	� National Certificate (NC) Built Environment

•	� Pre Apprentice electrician       •  Pre Apprentice plumbing.

You might also go on to do: 
•	� A Modern Apprenticeship in construction at craft or operative level.  

You would train on the job, on a building site or workshop, and off the  
job at a college or training centre

•	� A 1 year full time course National Certificate (NC) or National Qualification 
(NQ) course, in a related area of study such as Construction Skills or 
Construction Crafts at a college of further education 

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers advisers 
are available in school to support young people with making key career 
decisions as they progress through school, and beyond.

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?
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COURSE OUTLINE
The City and Guilds Level 1 Award in Construction Skills 
course will develop your practical skills and enable you 
to demonstrate your ability to complete common tasks 
within the construction industry. It will help you gain an 
understand of the construction industry and will assist 
you to make informed choices regarding a career in 
construction. This course will also provide you with the 
opportunity to develop your personal development within 
the industry and participate in project work, which will help 
to prepare you for the workplace. You are required to work 
independently and in a team.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).   
The duration of the course is August to April.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 3 passes at National 4, which should include  
	 Maths and a Technical subject
•	 An interest in working in the construction industry
•	� Some aptitude for graphical forms of communication,  

as you will be required to read basic drawings.

Glasgow Clyde College – Vocational Facilities @ Barrhead High School or Cardonald Campus
SCQF Level 4 – Open to S5/6 Pupils 

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National Progression Award Construction Craft and Technician - 
SCQF Level 4:
•	 Constructing Halving Joints
•	 Introduction to Health and Safety in Construction 
•	 Fixing Architraves and Skirtings 
•	 Construction Project.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME WHEN  
I FINISH?
Upon successful completion and subject to attendance, effort and 
commitment you will be offered an Unconditional place within 
Glasgow Clyde College on one of the following courses. The level 
you might enter would depend on the level and relevance of your 
other qualifications. 
You might go on to do:
•	 National Progression Award (NPA) in Carpentry and Joinery SCQF 5 
•	 National Certificate (NC) in Built Environment 
•	 Pre Apprentice Electrician 
•	 Pre Apprentice Plumbing 
•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 

advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school,  
and beyond.

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?

 
Early Learning and Childcare 
Glasgow Clyde College – Langside Campus  
National Progression Award (NPA): Social Services: Children and 
Young People - SCQF 6 
 
 
What are a few of the Meta skills I will develop? 
 

   

 

 
Early Learning and Childcare 
Glasgow Clyde College – Langside Campus  
National Progression Award (NPA): Social Services: Children and 
Young People - SCQF 6 
 
 
What are a few of the Meta skills I will develop? 
 

   

 

 
Early Learning and Childcare 
Glasgow Clyde College – Langside Campus  
National Progression Award (NPA): Social Services: Children and 
Young People - SCQF 6 
 
 
What are a few of the Meta skills I will develop? 
 

   

 



CONTENTS
PAGE

Valuable resources:      www.myworldofwork.co.uk  •  www.planitplus.net  •  www.workit.info
CONTENTS

PAGE

CRIMINOLOGY WITH LAWCRIMINOLOGY WITH LAW

40

Glasgow Clyde College – Langside Campus 
SCQF Level 7 – Open to S6 Pupils

COURSE OUTLINE
Glasgow Clyde College will provide you with the opportunity to gain 
a Personal Development Award in Criminology with Law. The award 
aims to provide you with an understanding of the accused’s journey 
through the Scottish Criminal Justice System. You will be given 
the opportunity to compare the Scottish legal system with that of 
other countries and through this, discuss the efficacy of the Criminal 
Justice System, reoffending rates and non-custodial sentences. In 
addition, you will cover sociological theories of crime and deviance 
with the topic of the mass media and its influence on public 
perception being analysed.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August until April.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 a minimum of an A or B grade in one of the following subjects: 	
	 Higher English, Higher Geography, Higher History, Higher 
	 Media Studies, Higher Modern Studies, Higher Psychology  
	 or Higher Sociology
•	 a clear interest in the subject area.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Personal Development Award in Criminology and Law  
SCQF Level 7 
•	 Criminology: The Accused’s Journey
•	 Applying Sociological Theories to Sociological Topics
•	 Crime Scenes
This course is demanding in terms of written work, study  
at home and group work. 

COURSE ASSESSMENT
The course will be assessed in a variety of ways including 
essay responses and closed book assessment and a research 
assignment. The assessment approach will enable you to 
engage in independent research and develop the skills you will 
require for university entry. 

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME  
WHEN I FINISH?
Students who successfully complete the Personal Development 
Award (PDA) in Criminology will be offered an unconditional 
place on Higher National Diploma (HND) in Social Science at 
Glasgow Clyde College.  
You might also go on to:
College or university, degree courses in law, social sciences, 
criminology or business studies. The level you might enter would 
depend on the level and relevance of your other qualifications.
•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 

advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?
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COURSE OUTLINE
The National Progression Award (NPA) in Cyber Security 
provides foundation knowledge and skills in data security, 
digital forensics and ethical hacking – providing a skills pipeline 
into the Cyber Security industry. The course is designed to 
raise awareness of Cyber Security and fill the current skills gap 
in this field. You will learn how to improve your cyber hygiene 
and resilience, and enable you to identify security vulnerabilities 
safely, legally and ethically. In addition, this will help you to 
contribute more safely to virtual communities.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is from the end of August to April. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 3 passes at National 5, 1 of which should be Maths or 		
	 Applications of Maths

•	� a clear interest in the subject area.

Glasgow Clyde College – Langside Campus  
SCQF Level 6 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National Progression Award in Cyber Security SCQF level 6:
•	� Data Security

•	� Ethical Hacking

•	� Digital Forensics.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
Upon successful completion and subject to attendance, effort  
and commitment you will be offered an Unconditional place  
within Glasgow Clyde College on one of the following courses.  
The level you might enter would depend on the level and 
relevance of your other qualifications.

•	� Higher National Certificate/Diploma (HNC/D) Software 
Engineering with Emerging Technologies

•	� Higher National Certificate/Diploma (HNC/D) Infrastructure  
with Cyber Security

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?
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DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE 
(PRODUCT DESIGN)(PRODUCT DESIGN)

Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
The aim of the Higher Design and Manufacture Course is to 
develop your practical skills in the planning and development of 
models and prototypes. You will learn the processes of design 
and manufacture from brief to resolved design proposals and 
specification; develop skills in initiating, developing, articulating 
and communicating design proposals for products. The course 
allows you to develop an appreciation of design concepts and 
the various factors that influence the design and commercial 
manufacture of products. In addition, you will ‘close the design 
loop’ by manufacturing a set of design ideas. 

It allows you to consider the manufacturing techniques and 
processes that would apply to a design proposal in an industrial/ 
commercial context.  

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You should have:
•	 Design and Manufacture at National 5 level

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Design and Manufacture SCQF Level 6:
•	 Design

•	 Materials and Manufacturing

•	 Design and Manufacture at National 5 level

•	 High level of Sketching and Design Skills

•	 Very good level of Literacy

COURSE ASSESSMENT
Assessment of this course is made up of the following:
This course will be assessed through a combination of an 
assignment and a question paper. In the Design and Manufacture  
assignment, students will draw on their range of design skills, 
knowledge of materials, and practical skills, in order to produce  
an effective overall response to the brief. The response to the 
brief will include a folio and model and/or a prototype.

The brief for the assignment, which will cover a range of key 
design factors, will be sufficiently open and flexible to allow for 
personalisation and choice.

The question paper requires depth of understanding and 
application of knowledge from the Units.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 Advanced Higher Design and Manufacture

•	� Modern Apprenticeships in Manufacturing, Design Engineering, 
Architecture, Quantity Surveying, Product Design, Graphic 
Design, Architecture and Teaching.

CONTENTS
PAGE
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COURSE OUTLINE
The National Qualification in Design, Engineering, and Planning 
for Construction course will provide you with an insight into the 
technical and professional side of the construction sector. You 
will gain an appreciation of a different aspect of this industry and 
explore the range of work carried out and the roles that contribute 
to a sustainable built environment.  You will have the opportunity 
to investigate diverse architectural styles, building types and 
consider the principles involved in building design. You will 
consider what influences building design. Working collaboratively, 
you’ll produce a project plan using digital tools and processes 
to create concept ideas to meet a client’s brief.  Exploring 
sustainability in global, national and local communities. You will 
explore the basic techniques and methods commonly adopted in 
sustainable building design and construction. 

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to April. 

Please note, you will travel home independently by bus or 
train from the City of Glasgow College. Please refer to the 
Scottish Government free travel for young people under 22. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 3 passes at National 4, which should include English.  
	 Maths a technical subject or Science.

City of Glasgow College – City Campus
SCQF Level 5 – Open to S5/6 Pupils 

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National Qualification in Design and Manufacture  
SCQF Level 5: 
•	 Computer Aided Drafting: An Introduction
•	 Construction Materials: An Introduction
•	 Construction Technology: Groundworks and Substructure
•	 Sustainability in the Built Environment
•	 Sustainable Design for Architecture.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
This course will provide an ideal foundation for a diverse range 
of careers out with the usual trade route in the Construction 
sector. The level you might enter would depend on the level and 
relevance of your other qualifications.

You might go on to do:

•	 National Progression Award (NPA) in Built Environment

•	 Higher National Certificate (HNC) in Built Environment

•	 Higher National Diploma (HND) in Built Environment

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.
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Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Higher Drama course is designed to give you a knowledge 
and understanding of many aspects of theatre, including an 
appreciation of theatre forms and styles, theatre practitioners 
and drama plays/scripts. In addition, the course aims to develop 
theatre skills and increase experience of theatrical performance,  
as well as develop knowledge of the social, historical and 
theatrical contexts of plays. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You should have: 
•	 National 5 English 

•	 National 5 Drama 

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Drama SCQF Level 6: 
•	 Previous experience of drama in theatre groups

Practical Assessment 60 marks (60%)

Written Assessment 40 marks (40%)

COURSE ASSESSMENT
You can be assessed in Performance in an Acting, Production  
or Directing role. This is a Visiting Assessment by SQA.

You will write two essays, one essay will focus on a text studied 
 in class. The other essay is an analysis of a performance you seen 
in the theatre.

Skills, knowledge and understanding are assessed in a final  
written paper.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
The social and personal skills that are developed through drama 
are also beneficial and transferable to lifelong learning. Higher 
drama is a recognised qualification to have in order to gain 
entry into courses such as law. Other careers/courses that can 
benefit from drama experience are Teaching, Politics, Business, 
Psychology, English Studies, Media Studies, Journalism, Social 
Work and many more. 

You might go on to do:
•	� A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National 

Certificate (HNC), Higher National Diploma (HND) and Degree. 
The level you might enter would depend on the level and 
relevance of your other qualifications

•	� Further study of Drama at NPA or Advanced Higher level
•	� Work in industry.
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Advanced Higher (SCQF Level 7)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Advanced Higher Drama course is designed to provide a 
progression from the Higher course for those interested in theatre 
practice. The course will give you the opportunity to further 
explore and specialise in the role of an actor, director, or designer.

You will independently create and perform a devised drama 
production and explore how meaning and theatrical concepts  
can be communicated to an audience. 

In addition, you will analyse a theatrical production and explore  
a performance issue in a dissertation project.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 Higher Drama

•	 Higher English

•	 An ability to work independently (on research tasks)

•	 An ability to work effectively as part of a team

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Advanced Higher Drama SCQF Level 7:
•	� Project Dissertation

•	 Written Assignment

•	 Performance

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT
Project–dissertation (30 marks)

Candidates identify a performance issue. They research relevant 
and current performance theories and practice, and communicate 
their findings in a dissertation. 

Assignment (20 marks)

Candidates analyse the work of at least one theatre practitioner in 
a professional theatrical production and produce an assignment 
based on a choice of two questions.

Design Role (50 marks)

Candidates prepare concepts for their chosen text(s) from  
full-length published play(s). You can be examined in an Acting, 
Directing or Production role.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� A full time higher education course, such as a Professional
	 Development Awards (PDAs), (HNC), Higher National Diploma 	
	 (HND) and degree. The level you might enter would depend 		
	 on the level and relevance of your other qualifications

•	 Employment or training in the Creative Industries

•	 Acting - Candidates perform 2 acting roles.   
	 One interactive (30 marks) and on monologue (20 marks)

•	 Design - Candidates produce design concepts for a chosen 		
play (6 marks). Candidates create a set design for the chosen play 
with designs and a scaled model set box (30 marks). Candidates 
choose two additional production roles from Lighting, Sound, 
Multimedia, Props, Costume, Hair and Make-up and create 
designs in relation to the two roles.
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EARLY EDUCATION AND CHILDCAREEARLY EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE

COURSE OUTLINE
The National Progression Award (NPA) Social Services: 
Children and Young People Level 6 course at Glasgow 
Clyde College will introduce you to the knowledge 
and skills required to prepare you for further study 
leading to potential employment within Early Learning 
and Childcare. The course will help you understand 
some of the demands and responsibilities of working 
in this sector.  Upon completion of this qualification 
you will have the opportunity to choose to add value 
through a work placement. Successful completion of 
the work placement will provide you with a Foundation 
Apprenticeship.  

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
You will attend college on Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoon from 1.30pm – 4pm.
If you choose to complete the Foundation 
Apprenticeship you will be required to do a 3-week 
block placement in June and commit to additional 
days across the academic year (this will be discussed 
with your school to best fit with your timetable). 
When participating in the work based learning you 
will travel independently by bus or train.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must:
•	 have National 5 English at A or B level
•	 have or working towards Higher English
•	 have a clear interest in Early Learning and Childcare, 	
	 Playwork, Education or Social Services.

Glasgow Clyde College – Langside Campus
SCQF Level 6 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National Progression Award Social Services: Children and Young People 
SCQF Level 6:
•	 Communication with Children and Young People
•	 Play for Children and Young People 
•	 Development of Children and Young People
•	 Promote the Wellbeing and Safety of 
•	 Children and Young People
•	 Safeguarding of Children and Young People.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
On successful completion of this course, you will have the opportunity to 
be treated as an internal applicant. This will also be dependent on your 
attendance and commitment to this course. You could progress on to the 
following full-time programmes:
•	 HNC Childhood Practice (SCQF Level 7)
•	 HNC Additional Support Needs (SCQF Level 7).

You might also go on to:
A Modern Apprenticeship in Childcare or Early Years Care and Education, 
leading to a Scottish Vocational Qualification (SVQ) Levels 2 to 4 in Social 
Services: Children and Young People.
On gaining employment, further possible progression onto level 8 
Professional Development Award as well as degree level study at SCQF level 9
•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers advisers 

are available in school to support young people with making key career 
decisions as they progress through school, and beyond.

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?
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COURSE OUTLINE
The Higher National Certificate (HNC) in Electronic Engineering 
will provide you with the opportunity to develop skills, knowledge 
and understanding in a range of core electrical, analogue 
electronics and digital electronics principles and technologies.   
In addition the course will enable you to further develop 
knowledge and skills in planning, project management and 
investigation skills. It will allow you to gain an understanding of 
the external and internal factors that influence the performance  
of modern companies.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Wednesday and Thursday all day.

Please note, that unlike other options, this course requires 
continuous attendance from August to June and may impact 
on other subjects attendance. In addition, you will travel 
independently by bus or train.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	� Higher Maths or Physics.

Glasgow Kelvin College – Springburn Campus
SCQF Level 7 – Open to S6 Pupils

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher National Certificate in Electronic Engineering  
SCQF level 7:
•	� DC/AC Principles 
•	� Analogue Electronic Principles 
•	� Combinational Logic
•	� Sequential Logic 
•	� Electronic Testing Skills 
•	� Engineering Mathematics 1
•	� Communication: Practical Skills
•	� High Level Engineering Software
•	� Electrical Networks and Resonance 
•	� Power Electronics 
•	� Graded Unit.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 �Higher National Diploma (HND) Electronic Engineering

•	 �University (Subject to university entry criteria)

•	 �Employment as a junior technician or engineering apprentice

•	 �Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.
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National 5 (SCQF Level 5)

COURSE OUTLINE
The English National 5 course will give you the opportunity to 
learn how to read detailed texts in order to understand, analyse 
and evaluate in familiar contexts and develop the skills to 
listen to detailed language in order to understand, analyse and 
evaluate in familiar contexts.

In addition, you will learn how to develop and extend talking 
and writing skills in a wide range of contexts. You will develop 
the skills needed to create and produce texts in both written  
and oral forms.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have: 
•	 English National 4 or proficiency in CfE 4th level outcomes.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
English National 5 SCQF Level 5:
•	 An examination consisting of two papers:

•	 Paper 1 - Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation

•	� Paper 2 - Critical Reading encompassing Scottish Text  
and critical essay

•	� A portfolio, which contains one piece of writing. This is either  
a discursive or a creative essay

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
Being competent in English is the key to success in many aspects 
of life and work. Skills in English language and communication 
are important in many school, college and university courses and 
essential in many occupations.

You might go on to do:
•	 A range of further education courses
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Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Higher English course will provide you with the opportunity to 
develop and extend reading and listening skills. Learners develop 
the skills needed to understand, analyse and evaluate a wide 
range of detailed and complex texts and spoken language in the 
contexts of literature, language and media.

In addition, you will learn how to develop and extend talking and 
writing skills in a wide range of contexts. You will develop the skills 
needed to create and produce detailed and complex texts in both 
written and oral forms.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have: 
•	 English National 5 and Literacy 5 unit pass

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher English SCQF Level 6:
•	 An examination consisting of two papers:

•	 Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation

•	 Critical Reading encompassing Scottish Text and critical essay

•	 �A portfolio, which contains one piece of writing. This is either  
a discursive or a creative essay

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
Being competent in English is the key to success in many aspects 
of life and work. Skills in English language and communication 
are important in many school, college and university courses and 
essential in many occupations.

You might go on to do:
•	 Advanced Higher English

•	 �A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National 
Certificate (HNC), Higher National Diploma (HND) or degree. 
The level you might enter would depend on the level and 
relevance of your other qualifications 

•	 Employment or training in Teaching, Law or Journalism
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Advanced Higher (SCQF Level 7)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Advanced Higher English provides you with the opportunity 
to develop complex language skills which are essential for 
learning, life and work; and to develop their ability to interpret 
complex literary forms and to produce sophisticated language.
Advanced Higher English fosters an in-depth appreciation, of 
complex and sophisticated language, and of a wide range of 
literature and texts in different genres. This enables learners 
to access their own cultural heritage and history, as well as the 
culture and history of others. You will have the opportunity to 
personalise your study; choices enable you to encounter a wide 
range of texts in different genres and to produce sophisticated 
writing in chosen literary forms. Building on the four capacities, 
Advanced Higher English enables you to communicate, become a 
critical thinker, develop your cultural awareness, and be creative.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
Recommended:
•	 Higher English at Grade A or B

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Advanced Higher English SCVQF Level 7:
•	 Analysis and Evaluation of Literary Texts

•	 Creation and Production

•	 A portfolio, which contains one piece of writing

•	 A project–dissertation

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
Being competent in English is the key to success in many  
aspects of life and work. Skills in English language and 
communication are important in many school, college and 
university courses and essential in many occupations.

You might go on to do:
•	� A full time higher education course, such as degree.  

The level you might enter would depend on the level  
and relevance of your other qualifications

•	 Employment or training in Teaching, Law or Journalism



Glasgow Clyde College – Cardonald Campus 
SCQF Level 4 or 5 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

COURSE OUTLINE
ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) is aimed at 
students who have a first language other than English. There 
will be an intensive focus on improving English for work and 
study. Lecturers will use a variety of teaching methods such 
as role play and group work to enable you to improve your 
understanding of English and your speaking and writing. 
These skills will increase your confidence in everyday life and 
will help you communicate in the home, with your family, in 
social situations, and at work. 

We will provide an introduction to opportunities in different 
vocational areas of the college like Sport, Hospitality, 
Engineering, Care, Business, IT, etc.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August until April.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must:
•	 be working at National 4/5 level.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Please note, you will be studying units at SCQF Level 4 or 5,  
this is not a Group Award:
•	 ESOL for Everyday Life at National 4 or 5

Optional Units
•	 Living in Scotland at National 4/5
•	 Digital Skills at National 4/5
•	 ESOL for Employability at National 4/5.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
Upon successful completion and subject to attendance, effort and 
commitment you will be offered an Unconditional place within Glasgow 
Clyde College on a full-time or part-time college ESOL course. 

You might go on to do: 

•	� Business		  •  Computing	    •  Sport

•	� Health and Social Care	 •  Hair and Beauty 

The level you might enter would depend on the level and relevance 
of your other qualifications.

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers advisers 
are available in school to support young people with making key 
career decisions as they progress through school, and beyond.
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WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?
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COURSE OUTLINE
The National Progression Award in Esports will provide you with 
the knowledge and practical skills across several key areas. You 
will explore the history and structure of the esports industry, 
examine various roles and career pathways, and develop skills in 
game performance and analysis. The course also covers event 
organisation and promotion, as well as live broadcasting and 
digital media, offering a comprehensive introduction to the 
esports ecosystem.  Learning within the Glasgow Clyde College 
state-of-the-art learning environment tailored to the needs of 
aspiring esports professionals. This enhanced space supports 
both individual and team-based learning, with a strong emphasis 
on real-world esports scenarios and practical skill development.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm). 
The duration of the course is August to April.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	� National 4 English and Maths

•	� Core ICT Skills

•	� Enthusiasm for the Esports industry.

Glasgow Clyde College – Cardonald Campus  
SCQF Level 5 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National Progression Award in Esports at SCQF Level 5:
•	� Esports: The esports industry at SCQF Level 5 

•	� Esports: Game performance at SCQF Level 5 

•	� Esports: Organising and promoting events at SCQF Level 5. 

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
Upon successful completion and subject to attendance, effort 
and commitment you will be offered a Unconditional place within 
Glasgow Clyde College on one of the following courses. The level 
you might enter would depend on the level and relevance of your 
other qualifications.

•	� NQ Computing and Esports (SCQF Level 6)

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?
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COURSE OUTLINE
This City of Glasgow Fashion Retail Branding course will introduce 
you to the business side of retail fashion. This course is not 
design-orientated but helps develop an understanding of the 
creative processes of retail fashion and how they are managed.  
You will investigate the historical and environmental factors that 
have influenced fashion over the years. You will explore the 
process of how a fashion concept seen on the catwalk becomes 
a high-street fashion garment.  You will consider merchandising 
approaches in the fashion industry researching how fashion is 
branded, displayed, promoted and the role of the marketing 
mix in fashion. You will compare different approaches used in 
the industry and create your own merchandising ideas.  You will 
discover what it takes to be a fashion buyer, investigating different 
buying structures, the stages of the buying process and the factors 
involved in producing a retail buying plan.  In addition, you will 
have the opportunity to create, design and implement your own 
fashion event or show to gain the relevant experience and skills.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to April.

Please note, you will travel home independently by bus or 
train from the City of Glasgow College. Please refer to the 
Scottish Government free travel for young people under 22.

City of Glasgow College - City Campus 
SCQF Level 6 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 3 passes at National 5, 1 of which should be English
•	 a genuine interest in Fashion, Retail or Marketing.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Please note, you will be studying units at SCQF Level 6,  
this is not a Group Award:
•	 Fashion: an Introduction
•	 Fashion Merchandising: an Introduction
•	 Branding: an Introduction
•	 Retail Buying.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� Bachelor of Art in International Fashion Branding  

(Fashion Branding, marketing communications)
•	� Bachelor of Art in Fashion Design with Business
•	� Bachelor of Art in International Marketing.

You might also go on to:
•	� Employment opportunities in Fashion Retail Management, 

Fashion Merchandising, and Fashion Buying

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school,  
and beyond.
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FASHION AND TEXTILE TECHNOLOGY FASHION AND TEXTILE TECHNOLOGY   

Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
The course introduces you to the key aspects of the exciting  
and highly creative world of Fashion and Textiles. You will  
explore the drivers behind industry fashion trends, marketing  
and advertising as well as developing a variety of practical  
design and manufacturing skills.

You will engage in a variety of teaching and learning  
approaches to develop your skills and knowledge in the subject. 
The development of practical skills is key and permeates the 
course, enabling you to become confident in your ability and  
to work more independently when manufacturing fashion/textile 
items. 

You will have the opportunity to develop, make and evaluate
complex fashion/textile items in practical contexts.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
•	� National 5 Fashion and Textile Technology

Also suitable for students opting for this subject for the first time
who have a keen interest in practical textiles.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Fashion and Textile Technology SCQF Level 6:
•	� Textile Technologies

•	� Fashion/Textile Item Development

•	� Fashion and Textile Choices

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•�	� ����A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National
	 Certificate(HNC), Higher National Diploma (HND) in Fashion
	 and Textiles, Bachelor of Arts (BA) in Fashion Management,
	 Bachelor of Arts (BA) in International Fashion Branding or
	 Bachelor of Arts (BA) in Costume Design and Construction.

The level you might enter would depend on the level and
relevance of your other qualifications.

Career progression:
•	 Clothing/textile technologist

•	 Interior and special designer

•	 Fashion designer

•	 Textile designer

•	 Clothing and manufacturing engineer

•	 Retail buyer

•	 Retail merchandiser

•	 Costume Designer/Assistant/Maker

•	 Pattern Maker/Cutter
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City of Glasgow College – City Campus 
SCQF Level 6 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

COURSE OUTLINE
The National Progression Award in Financial Services is designed 
to introduce you to the world of Financial Services through 
a blend of employer engagement workshops and activities, 
including The Investment Challenge.  ​​Working in a team, you will 
use an online business simulation to grow a virtual investment 
fund, making decisions on what to buy and sell based on your 
own research from incoming news stories.  ​You will develop your 
communication, customer service and employability skills, and 
will create and maintain a personal budget whilst considering the 
issues surrounding borrowing and debt.  ​You will learn how the 
Financial Services sector contributes to the economy, the different 
institutions operating in the sector and the job roles and career 
paths available.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to April. 

Please note, you will travel home independently by bus or 
train from the City of Glasgow College. Please refer to the 
Scottish Government free travel for young people under 22.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must:
•	� have 2 passes at National 5 which must include English
•	 be able to work towards a Higher qualification.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National Progression Award in Financial Services SCQF Level 6:
•	 Financial Services: The Regulatory Framework​
•	 Financial Services: Communication​
•	 Financial Services: Promoting Positive Customer Relationships​
•	 Financial Services: Personal Finance Awareness.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do: 
•	 �Employment opportunities after training such as, bank or 

building society customer branch adviser, pension funds, 
investment companies, insurance, unit trusts, stock market 
operations, life and pensions, asset management and 
intermediation

•	� A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National 
Certificate (HNC), Higher National Diploma (HND) or degree. 
The level you might enter would depend on the level and 
relevance of your other qualifications 

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.



City of Glasgow College 
SCQF Level 6 – Open to S6 Pupils

COURSE OUTLINE
The aim of the Foundation Apprenticeship is to provide you with the 
opportunity to learn about competent occupational practices within the 
financial sector. You will learn more about workplace practices including 
industry specific skills.  

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday all day (9:30am to 4pm). 
Please note, that unlike other options, this course requires continuous 
attendance from August to April with a possible week in June. This may 
impact on other subjects attendance. In addition, you will travel home 
independently by bus or train from the City of Glasgow College. Please 
refer to the Scottish Government free travel for young people under 22.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
Pupils who plan to leave school at the end of S6 with minimum of one 
or more Highers in relevant subject areas and National 5’s.   
Essential criteria as follows:
•	� Achieved or working towards Higher (A-C) in relevant subject areas – 

Economics, Accounts, Business etc. by end of S6.
Please note: all pupils are required to be Credit Checked.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Foundation Apprenticeship in Financial Services  
SCQF Level 6 GL53 46:
National Progression Award (NPA) Financial Services
•	 Financial Services: An Introduction
•	 Financial Services: The Regulatory Framework
•	 Financial Services: Communication
•	 Financial Services: Promoting Positive Customer Relationships
•	 Financial Services: Personal Finance Awareness.

Work Based Challenge Unit
•	 Work based Challenge Unit

SVQ 3 Providing Financial Services
•	� Develop yourself to improve and maintain workplace
•	� Competence in a financial services environment 
•	� Comply with regulations in the financial services 

environment.
A Foundation Apprenticeship is a work based 
learning apprenticeship, where you are expected to 
attend work placements either physically or remotely 
including work shadowing, industry talks, industry 
visits and work related training.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� Employment opportunities after training such as, bank 

or building society customer branch adviser, cashier, 
financial adviser, insurance account manager, insurance 
broker or stock broker

•	� A full time higher education course, such as a Higher 
National Certificate (HNC), Higher National Diploma 
(HND) or degree 
The level you might enter would depend on the level 
and relevance of your other qualifications

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified 
careers advisers are available in school to support 
young people with making key career decisions as 
they progress through school, and beyond.
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FRENCHFRENCH

Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
This course provides the opportunity to develop a pupil’s  
interest in learning the French language and build on their 
curiosity of French culture. Pupils will continue to improve  
talking, listening, reading and writing skills. A variety of  
topics are studied based on four contexts: society, learning, 
employability and culture. French will be used in class as much 
as possible and pupils will frequently work with their teacher to 
improve their talking skills. Authentic videos, texts and listening 
materials will be used as well as up-to-date media. Pupils will 
develop an in-depth understanding of how French works to 
enable them to use their knowledge to say and write what 
they want in French, rather than learning phrases off by heart. 
Successful completion of the Higher French course will provide 
pupils with a good level of language competence and the 
opportunity to feel ready to have a conversation with a  
French speaker.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have: 
•	 National 5 French

•	 If you would like to crash Higher French, then you must  
	 have passed Higher Spanish.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher French SCQF Level 6:
•	 Unit Name: Understanding Language: Reading and Listening

•	 Unit Name: Using language: Talking and Writing

Final Exam: Including internally assessed talking performance. 

ADDITIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
•	� Additional qualifications in a wide range of languages can  

be organised on a bespoke basis through partnerships,  
where possible.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 Advanced Higher French

•	 Higher Spanish in one year
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FRENCHFRENCH

Advanced Higher (SCQF Level 7)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Advanced Higher French course will allow you to  
develop further your language skills to a level of competence, 
whether or not you intend to follow a language course in higher or 
further education. The course provides you with the opportunity 
to further develop your skills of reading, listening, talking and 
writing. In addition it will contribute to your general education 
through consideration of intellectually stimulating topics. As far as 
possible, the foreign language is the medium of instruction and 
discussion. You will have access to a range of authentic materials 
including videos, newspapers and magazines.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have: 
•	 Higher French at A or B

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Advanced Higher French SCQF Level 7:
•	 Unit Name: Understanding Language: Reading and Listening

•	 Unit Name: Using language: Talking and Writing

•	 Specialist Study

Final Exam: Including an externally assessed talking performance

ADDITIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
•	� Additional qualifications in a wide range of languages can  

be organised on a bespoke basis through partnerships,  
where possible.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 Further study of French at Higher or Further education

•	 Many degrees offer time abroad and Advanced Higher French 
equips you with the linguistics competence to spend a term 
or longer abroad and fully benefit by having the necessary 
understanding of the language.
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GEOGRAPHYGEOGRAPHY

Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
The purpose of Higher Geography is to develop your 
understanding of our changing world and its human and 
physical processes. Opportunities for practical activities, 
including fieldwork, will be encouraged, so that learners can 
interact with their environment.

The contexts for study are local, national, international and 
global. Geography draws on the social and natural sciences so 
it is at heart an interdisciplinary subject and has links with many 
other subjects. The study of Geography fosters positive life-
long attitudes about environmental stewardship, sustainability 
and global citizenship.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
Recommended:
•	 National 5 Geography

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Geography SCQF Level 6:
•	 Geography: Physical Environments

•	 Geography: Human Environments

•	 Geography: Global Issues

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� Further study of a social subject at higher level  

or Advanced Higher Geography
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GEOGRAPHYGEOGRAPHY

Advanced Higher (SCQF Level 7)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Advanced Higher Geography course will give you 
the opportunity to develop a range of cognitive skills and 
geographical skills. It encourages active learning which will include 
fieldwork, in the process of developing a high level  
of knowledge and understanding of geographical issues.  
You will acquire and apply relevant knowledge and evaluating, 
investigating, and analysing skills, at an appropriate level,  
in order to understand and explain geographical issues.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 Higher Geography at A or B level

•	 Higher English at B level or above

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Advanced Higher Geography SCQF Level 7:
•	 Geographical Skills

•	 Geographical Issues

•	 Skills, Knowledge and Understanding

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� A qualification in Advanced Higher Geography is excellent 

preparation for further education at college or university 
due to the independent nature of the course.
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GRAPHIC COMMUNICATIONGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION

Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Higher Graphic Communication course will give you 
the opportunity to develop skills in graphic communication 
techniques, including the use of equipment, graphics, 
materials and software, creativity in the production of graphic 
communications to produce visual impact. You will gain skills 
in evaluating the effectiveness of graphics in communicating 
and an understanding of the impact of graphic communication 
technologies on our environment and society.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 Graphic Communication at National 5

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Graphic Communication SCQF Level 6:
•	 2D Graphic Communication Unit

•	 3D and Pictorial Graphic Communication Unit

•	 Graphic Communication at National 5 

•	 Interest in 3D Modeling (computer Aided Design)

•	 Good level of Numeracy

COURSE ASSESSMENT 
1. Course Work – 90 Marks 

2. Examination – 50 Marks

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� Further study of Graphic Communication at Advanced  

Higher level
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COURSE OUTLINE
West College Scotland will provide a broad, experiential 
introduction to the horticulture and hospitality sectors. You will 
learn about baking, how to select a product to bake, identify 
the ingredients required, and follow the correct sequence 
to make your chosen product using the correct tools safely 
and hygienically along with general horticulture duties. The 
programme ends with you harvesting vegetables and herbs in 
May and using these, we hope to prepare a lunch in June for 
invited guests and family. 

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Wednesday (10am to 12 noon).  
The duration of the course is August to June.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You should have:
•	� An interest in Horticulture   
•	�� An interest in Bakery.

VOCATIONAL OPTION BREAKDOWN
One SQA SCQF Level 1 Unit:
•	� Food Preparation: Baking.

Please note: you will be handling eggs and dairy products.

West College Scotland - Paisley Campus and Eastwood Allotments
SCQF Level 1 – Open to S4/5/6 Pupils

GARDENING SKILLS – COLLEGE CERTIFICATE
•	� Indoor Propagation – growing from seed, taking cuttings, 

feeding, watering and pricking out
•	� Outdoor Cultivation – ground preparation, weeding,  

planting out and watering
•	� Understanding of Health and Safety instructions and why they 

are important during activities
•	 Meeting personal targets while in a learning situation
•	 Completing allocated activities while supervised
•	 Selecting, cleaning and storing the appropriate materials used.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
•	� A practical based course covering a range of gardening skills 

used whilst growing a selection of vegetables and herbs
•	� Progression to horticultural related and personal and social 

education suite units
•	� Training in the hospitality industry. You would normally train on 

the job or off the job at college, restaurant kitchen, professional 
catering kitchen or training centre 

You will need to be 18 years of age or older for some of the jobs 
in this sector. 

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.
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COURSE OUTLINE
The National 5 Skills for Work in Hairdressing will provide you 
with the opportunity to express your creativity in Hairdressing. 
You will develop knowledge and understanding of health and 
safety as well as understanding the effects of treatments. The 
practical learning activities in the course encourage, develop 
and perfect a range of skills.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday & Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to April. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must:
•	 have National 4 Maths and English
•	 have a keen interest in Hairdressing
•	 enjoy working as part of a team and have a caring, mature 	
	 approach
You will be required to work on each other, so you must be 
prepared to be a client, model or shampooing, and styling 
techniques, and other treatments.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National 5 Skills for Work Hairdressing SCQF level 5.  
The course comprises the following mandatory units:
•	 Hairdressing: Working in a Salon Environment 
•	 Hairdressing: Salon Skills  
•	 Hairdressing: Creative Trends 
•	 Hairdressing: An Introduction to Colour 
Or
•	 Hairdressing: Introduction to Colouring Processes.

Glasgow Clyde College – Cardonald Campus 
SCQF Level 5 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 A Modern Apprenticeship, leading to a Scottish Vocational 
	 Qualification (SVQ) Levels 2 & 3 in Hairdressing, Barbering, 
	 Make-up Artistry and or Beauty Therapy. Apprenticeships 
	 usually last for two years
•	 Attend college or training provider (usually one day a week) 
	 whilst in employment (salon) which will include on the job training. 
•	 With relevant work experience, you can be employed a salon 
	 stylist, Barber, Make-up Artist, Beauty therapist etc, with further 
	 opportunities for career progression, as salon manager or even 
	 a salon owner
•	 Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
	 advisers are available in school to support young people with 
	 making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
	 and beyond.

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?
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COURSE OUTLINE
Glasgow Kelvin College will provide you with a broad, 
experiential introduction to hair and beauty. The focus is on 
experiencing a salon environment and the development of 
vocational skills, knowledge and understanding. Practical 
experience of general salon duties, reception skills, 
communication and customer care is included. Emphasis 
throughout all units is on employability skills and attitudes 
which will help prepare you for the workplace.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to April. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must:
•	 ��be 16 years of age at the start of the course
•	 ��have National 4 Maths and English 
•	 ��have a keen interest in beauty therapy and 

complementary therapies 
•	 ��enjoy working as part of a team and have a caring, 

mature approach
You are required to work on each other and must be 
prepared to get treatments applied to your hair. You must 
demonstrate a level of maturity required for the course.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Please note you will be studying 2 Units at SCQF level 4,  
this is not a Group Award:
•	�� Manicure and Creative Nails
•	�� Hairstyling: An Introduction.

Glasgow Kelvin College – Springburn Campus
Steps to Work – SCQF Level 4 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 A Modern Apprenticeship, leading to a Scottish Vocational 		
	 Qualification (SVQ) Levels 2 and 3 in Hairdressing
•	 After training in a college or salon, and with relevant work 		
	 experience, you can become a salon stylist, supervisor, salon 		
	 manager or even a salon owner
•	 Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 		
	 advisers are available in school to support young people with 		
	 making key career decisions as they progress through school,  
	 and beyond.

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?

 
Early Learning and Childcare 
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HISTORYHISTORY

Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Higher History course will open up the world of the past 
providing you with an insights into your history, of society and 
the wider world in which you live. By examining the past, you  
can better understand your own community, country and the  
wider world. You will gain knowledge and understanding of 
the past through the study of Scottish, British, European and 
world contexts.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
Recommended:
•	 National 5 History

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher History SCQF Level 6:
•	 Historical Study: British

•	 Historical Study: European and World

•	 Historical Study: Scottish

•	 National 5 History is recommended, however, any pupil 
wishing to study without National 5 should discuss this with 
their year head and PT Social Subjects.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� Further study of another social subject at Higher level or 

Advanced Higher History
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HISTORYHISTORY

Advanced Higher (SCQF Level 7)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Advanced Higher History course is designed to add to the 
breadth and depth of your knowledge and understanding of 
historical concepts through study of chosen contexts. It also aims 
to develop your skills in evaluating events and sources and of 
investigating issues. It will provide the opportunity to integrate 
these skills in an extended piece of individual research.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 Higher History at A or B level

•	 Higher English at A or B level

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Advanced Higher History SCQF Level 7:
•	 Historical Study - Britain: at war, 1938-51

•	 Researching Historical Issues

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� A qualification in advanced higher history is excellent 

preparation for further education at college or university  
due to the independent nature of the course
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COURSE OUTLINE
The National Progression Award (NPA) in Horticulture will provide 
you with the opportunity to develop the basic practical skills 
necessary to work in the Horticulture industry.  Glasgow Clyde 
College will offer you the opportunity to learn skills in Horticulture, 
whilst working in the purpose-built Horticulture Centre in their 
Langside Campus. This will provide you with the necessary skills to 
help you progress within the horticulture and landscaping sector.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to April. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You should have:
•	� A genuine interest in Horticulture 
•	� National 4 English and Maths.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National Progression Award in Horticulture –  
SCQF Level 4 
•	 Allotment Gardening 
•	 Plant Propagation 
•	 Soft Landscaping.

City of Glasgow College – Langside Campus
SCQF Level 4 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� NQ Introduction to Horticulture with Landscaping Skills – Level 4
•	� NQ Introduction to Horticulture with Gardening Skills – Level 4
•	� NC Horticulture with Horticultural Therapy – Level 5
•	� NC Landscape Design and Construction – Level 5
•	� Employment opportunities after training such as, landscaper, 

gardener, botanist or arborist. 
The level you might enter would depend on the level and 
relevance of your other qualifications.
•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 

advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.
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COURSE OUTLINE
The Introduction to Barbering course will introduce you to 
the skills required to enter the hairdressing industry. Learning 
in the City of Glasgow onsite salons you will gain essential 
practical experience in a realistic industry environment. You 
will gain practical skills by working with mannequins, peers, 
and clients to deliver essential barbering services. Throughout 
the course, you will have the opportunity to develop key 
employability skills and gain a strong understanding of health 
and safety in the salon.  This course is enhanced by events 
and additional training opportunities with our key industry 
partners.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to April. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must:
•	 ��be 16 years of age at the start of the course 
•	 ��have a keen interest in Barbering 
•	 ��enjoy working as part of a team and have a caring,  

mature approach
You will be required to work on each other, so you must be 
prepared to be a client or model a level of maturity required 
for the course.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Please note, you will be studying units at SCQF Level 4, 
this is not a Group Award:
•	 Dry, Style and Finish Hair using Barbering Techniques.

City of Glasgow College - City Campus
SCQF Level 4 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 ��a Modern Apprenticeship, leading to a Scottish Vocational 

Qualification (SVQ) Levels 2 and 3 in Hairdressing and/or 
Barbering. Apprenticeships usually last for two years

•	 ��National Certificate (NC) or National Qualification (NQ) course 
in Hairdressing or Barbering

•	 ��Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?
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COURSE OUTLINE
This National Progression Award in Jewellery Arts and Technology 
course will provide you with the opportunity to develop a 
comprehensive range of skills in Jewellery Design, with a design-
led focus. You will be encouraged to develop your own creative 
ideas and will be taught how to translate these ideas into finished, 
3D pieces of jewellery. You will have the opportunity to develop 
basic creative and technical skills needed by jewellers, including 
introductory manufacturing techniques in a variety of materials.  
There is a strong ethos of ethical making and sustainability, which 
will be embedded into your learning. The qualification also meets 
the National Occupation Standards for employers.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).   
The duration of the course is August to April.  

Please note, you will travel home independently by bus or 
train from the City of Glasgow College. Please refer to the 
Scottish Government free travel for young people under 22.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	� National 5 English and an Art or Craft/Design subject
•	� A genuine interest in the Jewellery Arts Industry.

City of Glasgow College – City Campus  
SCQF Level 5 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National Progression Award in Jewellery: Manufacturing 
Techniques: An Introduction SCQF Level 5:
•	 Jewellery: Marking Out
•	 Jewellery: Piercing
•	 Jewellery: Soldering
•	 Jewellery: Working with Wire
•	 Jewellery: Polishing

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National 

Certificate (HNC), Higher National Diploma (HND) or degree, in 
Jewellery Arts and Technology, Applied Arts or related area of 
study. The level you might enter would depend on the level  
and relevance of your other qualifications

•	� Employment opportunities, such as: Working as a Solo Jeweller, 
Designer or Artist

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.
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COURSE OUTLINE
This introductory course will introduce you to the Midwifery and 
Children’s Nursing profession and allow you to examine a career 
in nursing or health care. The course consists of practical sessions 
within the college skills lab, carrying out basic healthcare skills 
such as bathing babies and undertaking clinical observations. You 
will also explore how to care for children and the responsibilities 
and values of a health care professional will be addressed. You will 
also examine risks to health care staff and how to improve health 
and wellbeing.  We will introduce you to speakers from the health 
care sector and the course tutors will all be from a professional 
healthcare background and will share their own experiences and 
advice on career options.  

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August until April.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	� 2 passes at National 5, 1 of which should be English
•	� an interest in the subject area.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Please note you will be studying 5 Units at SCQF level 4/5,
this is not a Group Award:
•	� Care of Children 
•	� Basic Healthcare Needs 
•	� Prevention of Infection 
•	� Care Values and Principles 
•	� Introduction to Midwifery and Children’s Nursing  

(College Certificate).

Glasgow Clyde College – Cardonald Campus
SCQF Level 4/5 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
On successful completion of the course along with good 
attendance and commitment, you will be given the opportunity  
of internal progression on to one of the following courses:
•	 National Certificate (NC) Level 6 Health Care (pre-Nursing  
	 course with clinical placement)
•	 Higher National Certificate (HNC) Healthcare Practice (equivalent 	
	 to First Year Nursing). Candidates require to have successfully 		
	 completed the Introduction to Midwifery and Children’s Nursing 	
	 Course plus have 2 additional Highers which must include 		
	 English.
The level you might enter would depend on the level and relevance 
of your other qualifications. Entry level jobs and training, including 
Modern Apprenticeships in the Health and Social care industry.
•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 

advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school,  
and beyond.

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?
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COURSE OUTLINE
The Introduction to Nursing programme will provide you 
with an introduction to the nursing profession which will 
allow you to examine a career in nursing or health care. The 
course consists of practical sessions within the college skills 
lab carrying out foundation nursing skills and prevention of 
infection. An introduction to mental health and first aid will 
be included. You will investigate professional standards and 
accountability in effective care practice and gain academic 
skills that will prepare you for future university study. 

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to April.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 National 5 Maths and English 
•	� be sitting or have achieved at least two Highers that meet 

the Glasgow Caledonian Pathway requirements at A or B 
level - one Higher must be an essay/written subject).

VOCATIONAL OPTION BREAKDOWN
Please note you will be studying 4 Units at SCQF level 5/6,  
this is not a Group Award:
•	 Academic Writing  for Health Care
•	 Introduction to Mental Health
•	 Foundations of Care Practice
•	 First Aid.

Glasgow Clyde College – Cardonald Campus
SCQF Level 5/ 6 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME  
WHEN I FINISH?
On successful completion of this course, you will have the 
opportunity to be treated as an internal applicant or progress to 
Glasgow Caledonian University directly.  This will also be dependent 
on your attendance and commitment to this course. To progress 
to Glasgow Caledonian University adult or learning disability BSc 
Nursing studies degrees, you must have the entry requirements 
of two Highers at a B Grade (one Higher must be an essay/written 
subject). You must also pass this Introduction to Nursing Programme 
and be highly recommended by the college.
If you do not qualify for the Glasgow Caledonian progression, you 
might go on to do:
•	� National Certificate (NC) Level 6 Health Care (Pre-Nursing course 

with clinical placement on average one day per week)
•	� Higher National Certificate (HNC) Healthcare Practice (Equivalent 

to First Year Nursing). You will be required to have successfully 
completed the Intro to Nursing plus have one additional Highers, 
one of which must be essay/written subject

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school,  
and beyond.

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?

 
Early Learning and Childcare 
Glasgow Clyde College – Langside Campus  
National Progression Award (NPA): Social Services: Children and 
Young People - SCQF 6 
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COURSE OUTLINE
The Introduction to Teacher Education will provide you 
with an introduction to the teaching profession – both 
primary and secondary.  You will explore four themes, 
where you will be drawing on your previous experiences 
to highlight your own key strengths and examining how 
these attributes are desirable in Education.  You will look 
at what you know about pupil engagement and success in 
learning and will experience different approaches. You will 
have the opportunity to consider the various components 
that contribute to effective learning and teaching and 
build skills in these areas. You will get the opportunity 
to plan, design, deliver and evaluate lessons and 
learning opportunities.  Links will be made to any work 
experience/volunteering you are currently undertaking. 

In addition, you will review what you know about learning 
and teaching, and identifying what you have gained 
from the programme with a view to supporting you 
in generating your personal statements, assisting and 
preparing you for the application process.  

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday & Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to December. 
Please note, you will travel home independently by 
bus or train from Strathclyde University. Please refer 
to the Scottish Government free travel for young 
people under 22. 

University of Strathclyde – John Anderson Campus
Open to S6 Pupils

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 A pass in Higher English at A or B level
•	 A pass in National 5 Maths at Grade C or above

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Personal Development: Practical Abilities SCQF Level 6:
•	 Prepare to develop practical abilities within a project(s) 
•	 Develop practical abilities
•	 Review own practical abilities used in a project(s)
During this course, you will be required to do a placement (this will be 
discussed with your school to best fit with your timetable and current 
studies).  Please note, you will travel independently by bus or train 
when participating in your placement. 

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME WHEN  
I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 BA in Primary Education

•	 Other university course to study a subject relevant to teaching  
	 followed by a PGDE

•	 BA Education Studies

•	 Joint honours programme with Education as a subject

•	 Employment opportunities after training such as, teacher -  
	 primary or early years, classroom assistant or teacher - 			 
	 additional support for learning

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers advisers 
are available in school to support young people with making key career 
decisions as they progress through school, and beyond



COURSE OUTLINE
The National Progression Award (NPA) in Creative and Digital 
Media will provide you with the opportunity to develop practical 
skills to create a podcast, produce a short film, learn more about 
the advertising and marketing industry and allow you to create 
your own advert using Photoshop. You will learn about the 
introductions of animation, creating your own piece of animation 
in the process. Through the completion of practical projects, you’ll 
learn how to use Adobe video and image editing software as well 
as audio editing software.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).   
The duration of the course is August until April.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must:
•	� have achieved 4 National 5’s (A-C), which should include English
•	 be capable of working at SCQF Level 6 (Higher) English
•	 have a genuine interest in the media industry.

Glasgow Clyde College – Cardonald Campus  
SCQF Level 6 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National Progression Award (NPA) in Creative and Digital 
Media: Technologies, Processes and Practices – SCQF Level 6:
•	 Creative Industries: An Introduction – Scotland 
•	 Creative Industries: Understanding a Creative Brief 
•	 Media: Understanding the creative process 
•	 Storytelling for the Creative Industries.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� Employment opportunities after training such as, broadcast 

journalist, camera operator, film media technician, film or video 
editor, lighting technician, technician or TV, Film or radio 

•	� A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National 
Certificate (HNC), Higher National Diploma (HND) or degree. 
The level you might enter would depend on the level and 
relevance of your other qualifications 

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond. 

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?
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MATHEMATICS  MATHEMATICS  
(APPLICATIONS OF)(APPLICATIONS OF)

National 5 Applications of Maths

COURSE OUTLINE
The National 5 Applications of Mathematics course aims to build 
on skills learned within the curriculum for excellence and extend 
candidates’ mathematical thinking in real life situations.

The National 5 Applications of Mathematics course explores the 
applications of mathematical techniques and skills in everyday 
situations, including financial matters, statistics, and measurement. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have: 
•	 National 4 Mathematics

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National 5 Applications of mathematics SCQF Level 5:
•	 Numeracy

•	 Managing Finance and Statistics

•	 Geometry and measure

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
The skills, knowledge and understanding in the course also 
support learning in other curriculum areas, such as technology, 
health and wellbeing, science, and social studies.

YOU MIGHT GO ON TO DO:
•	 Higher Applications of Mathematics

•	 A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National 	
	 Certificate (HNC), Higher National Diploma (HND) or degree.

The level you might enter would depend on the level 
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MATHEMATICSMATHEMATICS

Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Higher Mathematics course will give you the opportunity to 
gain confidence in applying mathematical techniques proficiently, 
manipulating symbolic expressions and communicating with 
mathematical correctness in the solution of problems. In addition, 
you will develop an understanding of underlying processes.  
They will involve the ability to use these skills within mathematical 
contexts, such as in solving equations or working with indices, 
surds and logarithms.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
• National 5 Mathematics

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Mathematics SCQF Level 6:
• Expressions and Functions

• Relationships and Calculus

• Applications

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
• �A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National 

Certificate (HNC), Higher National Diploma (HND) or degree. 
The level you might enter would depend on the level and 
relevance of your other qualifications
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MATHEMATICSMATHEMATICS

Advanced Higher (SCQF Level 7)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Advanced Higher Mathematics course aims to build upon and 
extend your mathematical skills, knowledge and understanding 
in a way that recognises problem solving as an essential skill and 
enables them to integrate their knowledge of different aspects of 
the subject. You will have the opportunity to develop a range of 
mathematical skills and in addition, skills in calculus, algebra and 
areas such as number theory, complex numbers and matrices.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 Higher Mathematics at A or B level

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Advanced Higher Mathematics SCQF Level 6:
•	 Methods in Algebra and Calculus

•	 Applications in Algebra and Calculus

•	 Geometry, Proof and Systems of Equations

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National 

Diploma (HND) or degree. The level you might enter would 
depend on the level and relevance of your other qualifications.
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MATHEMATICS  MATHEMATICS  
(APPLICATIONS OF)(APPLICATIONS OF)

(Applications of) Higher (SCQF Level 6)  

COURSE OUTLINE
The Higher Applications of Mathematics course develops, 
deepens and extends the operational and reasoning skills 
necessary for solving problems. Through real-life contexts, you 
acquire and apply mathematical and statistical skills directly 
relevant to life and work, and learn about how mathematics 
affects the world they live in. You will analyse complex real-
life problems and gain experience in making and justifying 
decisions and drawing conclusions. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 National 5 Applications of Mathematics or  
	 National 5 Mathematics

or

•	 Higher Mathematics

COURSE ASSESSMENT
Assessment for this course consists of an external examination 
worth 65 marks. The question paper allows candidates to 
demonstrate the application of mathematical skills, knowledge 
and understanding from across the course. The second 
element consists of a project worth 30 marks. Candidates 
will research and report on a topic that allows them to apply 
statistical skills and knowledge in Applications of Mathematics 
at a level appropriate to Higher. 

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
Possible career choices include, careers in ICT, financial  
business, statistical analysis, psychology and many more.

•	� A full time higher education course, such as a Higher  
National certificate (HNC), higher Diploma (HND) or degree. 
Many Psychology courses use RStudio which you will work with 
during this course. The level you might enter would depend  
on the level and relevance of your other qualifications.
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Advanced Higher (SCQF Level 7)

COURSE OUTLINE
Mathematics is important in everyday life. It helps us to make 
sense of the world we live in and to manage our lives. Advanced 
Higher Mathematics of Mechanics uses mathematics to enable us 
to model real-life situations and to equip us with the skills we need 
to interpret and understand how things work, simplify and solve 
problems, identify limitations, and draw conclusions encouraging 
independent thinking and an enquiring approach. Learning 
mechanics develops questioning skills, logical reasoning, analysis, 
problem-solving skills, creativity and the ability to communicate 
explanations concisely.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
Pupils must also be studying both Advanced Higher Mathematics 
and Advanced Higher Physics in S6.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Advanced Higher Mathematics of Mechanics SCQF Level 7:
•	 Forces, energy and momentum

•	 Straight line, periodic and parabolic motion

•	 Mathematical techniques for mechanics

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
Further study at higher education undertaking Higher National 
Diplomas (HND) and degrees in any STEM subject. The level you 
might enter would depend on the level and relevance of your 
other qualifications.



CONTENTS
PAGE

Valuable resources:      www.myworldofwork.co.uk  •  www.planitplus.net  •  www.workit.info
CONTENTS

PAGE

MECHANICAL ENGINEERINGMECHANICAL ENGINEERING

79

Glasgow Kelvin College – Springburn Campus   
SCQF Level 7 – Open to S6 Pupils

COURSE OUTLINE
The Higher National Certificate (HNC) in Mechanical Engineering 
is a unique opportunity to complete a recognised qualification 
within 1 year and providing you with the opportunity to progress 
to HND Level or University. This course can enhance your 
potential prospects for employment in engineering and create 
opportunities for aspiring engineers and technicians.

You will study the fundamental concepts of mechanical 
engineering including dynamics, statics, thermodynamics and 
fluid mechanics. You will gain skills in subjects such as CAD, 
engineering drawing and other industry essential subjects 
and you will learn within the classroom, CAD laboratory and a 
purpose built engineering laboratory.  

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Monday and Tuesday all day.

Please note, that unlike other options, this course requires 
continuous attendance from August to June and may impact 
on other subjects attendance. In addition, you will travel 
independently by bus or train.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	� Higher Maths or Higher Physics.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher National Certificate in Mechanical Engineering  
SCQF level 7:
•	� Dynamics
•	� Thermofluids
•	� Pneumatics & Hydraulics
•	� Statics and Strength of Materials 
•	� Materials Selection
•	� Engineering Mathematics 1
•	� Communication: Practical Skills
•	� Quality Management: An Introduction
•	� Engineering Principles
•	� Computer Aided Design
•	� Engineering Drawing.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� Higher National Diploma (HND) Mechanical Engineering

•	� University (Subject to university entry criteria)

•	� Employment as a junior technician or engineering apprentice

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.
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COURSE OUTLINE
The National Progression Award in Mental Health and 
Wellbeing course is designed to help you explore Mental 
Health issues and to empower you to develop healthy coping 
strategies, so you are well equipped to live a positive and 
healthy life. You will discuss stigma around mental health 
and wellbeing and gain insight into how you can develop 
support yourself and others.  You will deliberate biological, 
psychological, sociological and cultural perspectives that 
influence how we understand mental health and wellbeing 
and consider how these different models and approaches 
inform public health responses.  In addition, you will consider 
how we think, feel, and behave has been impacted by the 
evolution of the digital society and explore how these changes 
have affected our physical and mental wellbeing as the use of 
technology and social media has increased.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday & Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to April. 

Please note, you will travel home independently by bus or 
train from the City of Glasgow College. Please refer to the 
Scottish Government free travel for young people under 22. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 3 passes at National 5 (A-C), 1 of which should be English

This course would particularly suit students who are looking to 
make a positive impact on their individual mental health and 
wellbeing.

City of Glasgow College – City Campus
SCQF Level 6 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
​National Progression Award in Mental Health SCQF Level 6:
•	 Understanding Brain Health​
•	 Influences on Mental Health and Wellbeing​
•	 Promoting Mental Health and Wellbeing
•	 The Impact of the Digital Society and the
•	 Information Age on Mental Health and Wellbeing.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� Higher National Certificate (HNC) Youth Work, Paramedic 

Science, Occupational Health or Counselling.  The level you 
might enter would depend on the level and relevance of your 
other qualifications. Entry level jobs and training, including 
Modern Apprenticeships in the Health and Social care industry 

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond. 

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?
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Glasgow Clyde College - Cardonald Campus   
SCQF Level 5 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

COURSE OUTLINE
The Practical Metalworking course will develop your practical 
skills and enable you to demonstrate your ability to complete 
common tasks within an engineering workshop. It will help you 
gain an understand of metalwork practices including bench skills, 
machine processes, fabrication and thermal jointing.  This course  
will provide you with the opportunity to personally develop 
and assist you in making informed choices regarding a career 
in engineering. You will participate in project work, which will 
help to prepare you for the workplace. You are required to work 
independently and in a team.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1:30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to April.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 3 passes at National 4, which should include Maths and a 		
	 Technical subject

•	 an interest in working in Engineering or technical based 		
	 industry

•	 some aptitude for graphical forms of communication, as  
	 you will be required to read basic drawings.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National 5 in Metalworking skills SCQF Level 5.
•	� Bench skills
•	� Machine processes
•	� Fabrication and Thermal Welding.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
On successful completion of this course, you will have the 
opportunity to be treated as an internal applicant. This means  
that should you wish to progress onto the next level you will not 
have to complete a formal application form. 

You might go on to do: 
•	� National Progression Award in Carpentry and Joinery SCQF 5 

•	� National Certificate in Built Environment 

•	� Pre Apprentice Electrician 

•	� Pre Apprentice Plumbing. 

The level you might enter would depend on the level and 
relevance of your other qualifications .

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.
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Higher (SCQF Level 6)

MODERN STUDIESMODERN STUDIES

COURSE OUTLINE
The Higher Modern Studies course is designed to equip you 
with the skills necessary for today’s society. By studying the 
Higher course it is hoped that you will improve your ability to 
understand, through research, discussion and debate, many 
contemporary issues within the UK and the wider world. The 
course requires candidates to study issues from within the UK 
and the wider world.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
Recommended:
•	 National 5 Modern Studies

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Modern Studies SCQF Level 6:
•	 Democracy in the UK

•	 Social Issues in the UK

•	 International Issues

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� Further study of Modern Studies at Advanced Higher level  

or another Social Subject at Higher level
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Advanced Higher (SCQF Level 7)

MODERN STUDIESMODERN STUDIES

COURSE OUTLINE
The Advanced Higher Modern Studies course allows you to  
build on your previous knowledge and understanding of political, 
social and international issues and the theories underpinning 
them. It also provides you with the opportunity to develop the 
critical skills of analysis, synthesis and evaluating and carry out 
your own independent research.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 A pass in Higher Modern Studies at A or B level

•	 A pass in Higher English at A or B level

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Advanced Higher Modern Studies SCQF Level 7:
•	 Modern Studies: Contemporary Issues

•	 Modern Studies: Researching Contemporary Issues

The above units will cover the following:
•	 Political and Social Issues Unit

•	 Power and Influence

•	 Living Political Ideas

•	 Political Structures

•	 Research Methods

COURSE PRACTICAL RESEARCH UNIT
You will carry out an investigation leading to the production of a 
dissertation based on a topic of your choice, from within the units 
studied at Higher or Advanced Higher. The research will be  
from a wide variety of sources, including primary research where 
appropriate.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National 

Diploma (HND) or degree. The level you might enter would 
depend on the level and relevance of your other qualifications
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Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Higher Music Course is designed to provide a broad practical 
experience of performing and creating music and develop related 
knowledge and understanding of musical concepts and musical 
literacy. The course is designed to allow learners to work both 
individually and collaboratively with others and to make decisions 
and take responsibility for their own learning. You will have the 
opportunity to apply your understanding of music in a creative 
way. You will experiment and explore using composing, arranging 
and improvisation techniques as appropriate. In addition, you will 
analyse how musicians and composers create music in different 
ways and how music styles are shaped by social and cultural 
influences.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
Recommended:
•	 National 5 Music

•	 The dedication to practise two instruments

•	 Perform pieces at Grade 4 standard on both instruments

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Music SCQF Level 6:
•	 Performing: 60 marks (50% of final grade)

•	 Composing Assignment: 30 marks (15% of final grade)

•	 Understanding Music: 40 marks (35% of final grade)

COURSE ASSESSMENT
You will complete a Composition and Review which will be sent to 
SQA for marking.

The Understanding element is assessed with a final written paper.

You will be asked to prepare a 12minute performance programme 
on two instruments or one instrument and voice. This will be 
performed to an SQA Visiting Assessor.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 Further study of Music at Advanced Higher level

•	 RSC Music Leadership Award

•	 Higher Music Technology

TRANSFERABLE SKILLS FOR OTHER CAREERS
•	 Confidence and communication

•	 Creativity and problem solving

•	 Independent learning

•	 Critical analysis and evaluation

•	 Team work and leadership

•	 Time management

•	 Resilience
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MUSICMUSIC
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Advanced Higher (SCQF Level 7)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Advanced Higher Music course is designed to provide a 
broad practical experience of performing and creating music 
and develop related knowledge and understanding of musical 
concepts and musical literacy. You will be given the opportunity, 
through practice and self-reflection, to develop your technical 
and musical performance skills. The course allows you to apply 
your understanding of music in a creative way. You will have 
the opportunity to experiment and explore using composing, 
arranging and improvisation techniques as appropriate.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 A pass in Higher Music at A or B level

•	 Grade 5 theory (recommended)

•	 The dedication to practise two instruments

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Advanced Higher Music SCQF Level 7:
•	 Performing: 60 marks (50% of final grade)

•	 Composing Assignment: 20 marks (15% of final grade)

•	 Understanding Music: 40 marks (35% of final grade)

•	 Perform at Grade 5 standard on two instruments

COURSE ASSESSMENT
You will complete an Assignment which will be sent to SQA 
for marking.  This includes a Composition and Review and an 
Analytical Commentary. 

The Understanding element is assessed with a final written paper.

You will be asked to prepare an 18 minute performance 
programme on two instruments or one instrument and voice.  
This will be performed to an SQA Visiting Assessor.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National 

Diploma (HND) or degree in Music. The level you might 
enter would depend on the level and relevance of your other 
qualifications

•	� A career in music: Professional Musician, Session Musician, 
Musical Theatre, Music Teacher, Instrumental Instructor. 
Music Administration and Promotion, Music Tech/Sound 
Engineer, Film and TV

TRANSFERABLE SKILLS FOR OTHER CAREERS
•	 Confidence and communication

•	 Creativity and problem solving

•	 Independent learning

•	 Critical analysis and evaluation

•	 Team work and leadership

•	 Time management

•	 Resilience
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MUSIC TECHNOLOGYMUSIC TECHNOLOGY

Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
The purpose of the Higher music technology course is to enable 
learners to explore 20th and 21st century music, while developing 
skills in recording, mixing and editing. 

Learners will engage in the development of in-depth technical 
and creative skills through practical learning. This Course will 
provide opportunities for learners to build their interest in music 
technology and to build skills and knowledge relevant  
to the needs of the music industry. 

While developing their knowledge and their skills in using music 
technology, learners can work independently in effects and 
processes, or in collaboration with others. These activities and 
approaches to learning will help learners to plan, implement and 
evaluate their work and take some responsibility for managing 
their own learning. The practical and experiential nature of the 
course gives learners the opportunity to show imagination, 
creativity, time-management and problem-solving skills, as well  
as improving confidence in digital literacy.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
Recommended:
•	 Music Technology at National 5 level

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Music Technology SCQF Level 6: 
•	 Music Technology Skills

•	 Understanding 20th and 21st Century Music

•	 Music Technology in context
•	 An interest in sound production

COURSE ASSESSMENT 
•	� Music Technology assignment - submitted to SQA for external 

marking – 70% weighting 

•	 External question paper – 30% weighting

 
WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
Music is a valued subject and this qualification is recognised in all 
colleges and universities. 

You might go on to do: 
•	 �Other SQA qualifications in Music Technology or related areas

•	 Further study, employment and/or training

•	 Degrees in music and audio technology and related disciplines

•	 Careers in the creative industries

•	� Music Technology assignment - submitted to SQA for external 
marking – 70% weighting

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES: 
•	� Sound Technology, Music Production and Recording,  

Live Sound, Music Journalism, Music Therapy, Retail,  
Business, Film/media, Broadcasting, Publishing, IT, Community 
Arts, DJing, Entertainment, Promotions/Events management, 
Education, Therapy

CONTENTS
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PHILOSOPHY PHILOSOPHY (S6 only)

Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
Higher Philosophy is a one year course for S6 students wishing 
to gain an insight into the world of philosophy. The Higher 
Philosophy course teaches a range of transferable skills in critical 
and analytical thinking that are applicable to a wide range of 
higher education courses and careers. As part of the Higher 
Philosophy course you will engage with the work and ideas 
of philosophers through the ages. The course is not merely 
concerned with learning about philosophy and philosophers 
however; it is about doing philosophy. You will engage in lively, 
stimulating and challenging discussion on various topics around 
the subject matter.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
•	 Pass at Higher RMPS, Modern Studies or History

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Philosophy SCQF Level 6:
•	 Philosophy: Arguments in Action

•	 Philosophy: Knowledge and Doubt

•	 Philosophy: Moral Philosophy

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National 

Certificate (HNC), Higher National Diploma (HND) or degree. 
The level you might enter would depend on the level and 
relevance of your other qualifications.

CONTENTS
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PROGRESSION
The evidence that pupils produce can be used to demonstrate 
the wider skills that are desirable at a college/university or job 
interview: - 

•	 Organisation

•	 Time management 

•	 Creativity

•	 Confidence

•	 Presentation

•	 Interpersonal

•	 Communication

•	 Dexterity (Hand to eye co-ordination)

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
Photographer; Wedding/Studio/Fine Art/Fashion/Police/Forensic/
Photo Journalist/ Magazine/Newspaper, Film/TV camera operator, 
Cinematographer, Graphic Design, Web Design, Advertising, 
Teaching, Animation, Computer Graphics, Games Design.

Motor skills developed can be of great benefit to a wider range  
of other careers such as dentists, surgeons, veterinarians, 
landscape gardening and chefs.

Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE AIMS AND DESCRIPTION
The course aims to develop:
•	 practical and creativity skills

•	 knowledge, understanding and skills involved in photography

•	 planning and evaluation skills

•	 literacy and analytical skills

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
No experience necessary, although a National 5/Higher Art and 
Design qualification can be beneficial. Project involves extended 
analytical writing on computers

•	� An interest in photography is essential

•	� ANPA Photography preferable but not essential 

•	 NPA Photography preferable but not essential

COURSE ASSESSMENT 
1.	 Question paper. 1 hour exam worth 30 marks

2.	� Project worth 100 marks. This is 77% of the overall marks 
for the course assessment. 

	 The project has three sections. 
	 Section 1: planning, research and investigation 20 marks 

	 Section 2: development and production 70 marks 

	 Section 3: evaluation 10 marks

88

PHOTOGRAPHYPHOTOGRAPHY  (S5 and S6 (S5 must have NPA)
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PHYSICAL EDUCATIONPHYSICAL EDUCATION

Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
This course gives candidates the opportunity to develop and 
enhance their movement and performance skills. They develop 
knowledge and understanding and apply this to the analysis 
and evaluation of performance in physical activities. Candidates 
develop their thinking skills through planning, problem solving 
and analysing performance. Taking part in physical education 
acts as a stimulus for personal achievement, enabling candidates 
to develop confidence, resilience, responsibility and the ability to 
work cooperatively with others. The course promotes awareness 
of mental, emotional, social and physical wellbeing. Candidates 
perform in a range of contexts, and develop the ability to reflect 
on their own performances and those of others.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 A keen interest in physical activity and sport

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Physical Education SCQF Level 6:
•	 Physical Education: Performance Skills

•	� Physical Education: Factors Impacting  
on Performance

COURSE ASSESSMENT
Assessment of this course is made up of the following  
two components:
•	 Performance 

•	 Factors Impacting Performance (exam paper)

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� Further study at a college of further education undertaking 

Higher National Certificates (HNC), Higher National Diplomas 
(HND) and degrees in Sports Science, Physiotherapy, P.E. 
Teaching or Sports Management. The level you might enter 
would depend on the level and relevance of your other 
qualifications.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATIONPHYSICAL EDUCATION

Advanced Higher (SCQF Level 7)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Advanced Higher Physical Education course will give you 
the opportunity to research and critically evaluate factors which 
underpin and impact on performance, and use this knowledge to 
develop your own high-level performance and/or the performance 
of others. This course gives you the opportunity to explore key 
aspects of your performance. You are required to achieve a high 
level of performance by serious training and by developing 
disciplined and refined technique. The course aims to develop 
your knowledge and understanding of the nature and demands  
of quality performance and of factors which affect performance. 
The course will contribute to your personal and social 
development and will promote independent learning.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 Higher Physical Education at A or B level

•	� Higher English would be a considerable advantage in this 
course

•	� A keen interest in physical activity and sport and performing  
to a high level

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Advanced Higher Physical Education SCQF Level 7:
•	 Physical Education: Performance Skills

•	 Physical Education: Factors Impacting on Performance

COURSE ASSESSMENT
Assessment of this course is made up of the following  
two components:
•	 Performance

•	 Analysis and Development of Performance

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� Further study at a college of further education undertaking 

Higher National Diplomas (HND) and degrees in Sports Science, 
Physiotherapy, P.E. Teaching or Sports Management. The level 
you might enter would depend on the level and relevance of 
your other qualifications

CONTENTS
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PHYSICSPHYSICS
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Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Higher Physics course will develop your curiosity, interest, 
and enthusiasm for Physics in a range of contexts. The skills of 
scientific inquiry and investigation are developed throughout the 
course, and the relevance of physics is highlighted by the study  
of the applications of physics in everyday contexts. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 National 5 Physics   

•	 National 5 Mathematics

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Physics SCQF Level 5:
•	 Our Dynamic Universe  

•	 Particles and Waves  

•	 Electricity

COURSE ASSESSMENT
The course assessment has three components: two question 
papers and an assignment. The relationship between these three 
components is complementary, to ensure full coverage of the 
knowledge and skills of the course.

The question papers have a total mark allocation of 155 marks.  
This contributes 80% to the overall marks for the course assessment. 

•	� Question paper 1 (which is 45 minutes) contains multiple-choice 
questions and has 25 marks. This is not scaled. 

•	� Question paper 2 (which is 2 hours and 15 minutes) contains 
restricted-response and extended-response questions and has 
130 marks. This is scaled to 95 marks.

The assignment has a total mark allocation of 20 marks. This is 
scaled to 30 marks by SQA. This contributes 20% to the overall 
marks for the course assessment.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 Further study of Physics at Advanced Higher level 

•	� Further study at a college of further education undertaking  
Higher National Diplomas (HND) and degrees in Science, 
Engineering, Medicine and Teaching. The level you might 
enter would depend on the level and relevance of your other 
qualifications
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PHYSICSPHYSICS
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Advanced Higher (SCQF Level 7)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Advanced Higher Physics course will give you an opportunity 
to build on the knowledge and skills developed in the Higher 
physics course and to use your mathematical knowledge and 
skills to analyse and solve problems in real-life contexts. Through 
a deeper insight into the structure of the subject, the course 
reinforces and extends knowledge and understanding of the 
concepts of physics and develops skills in investigative practical 
work. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 Higher Physics

•	 Higher Mathematics

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Advanced Higher Physics SCQF Level 7:
•	 Rotational Motion and Astrophysics

•	 Quanta and Waves

•	 Electromagnetism

COURSE ASSESSMENT
The course assessment has two components, a question paper 
and a project. 

There is a single question paper worth 155 marks which you are 
given 3 hours to complete. This is scaled by SQA to represent 
75% of the overall marks for the course assessment.

The project has 30 marks. This is scaled by SQA to represent  
25% of the final mark.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� Further study at a higher education undertaking Higher National 

Diplomas (HND) and degrees in Science, Engineering, Medicine 
and Teaching. The level you might enter would depend on the 
level and relevance of your other qualifications
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COURSE OUTLINE
The National Progression Award (NPA) Construction 
Skills (Plumbing) course will develop your practical 
skills and enable you to demonstrate your ability 
to complete common tasks within the construction 
industry (Plumbing). You will gain an understanding of 
the construction industry and will assist you to make 
informed choices regarding a career in construction. 
This course will also provide you with the opportunity 
to develop your personal development within the 
industry and participate in project work, which will help 
to prepare you for the workplace. You are required to 
work independently and in a team.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm). 
The duration of the course is August to April.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 An interest in working in the construction industry

•	 3 passes at National 4, which should include Maths  
	 and a Technical subject

•	 Some aptitude for graphical forms of communication,  
	 as you will be required to read basic drawings.

Glasgow Clyde College – Cardonald Campus 
SCQF Level 4 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
NPA Construction Craft and Technician - SCQF Level 4
•	 Personal Development: Self and Work
•	 Understanding Industry
•	 Plumbing- Bending and Jointing Pipework 
•	 Plumbing- Connecting pipes and fittings to appliances 
•	 Plumbing- Constructing combined plumbing frames. 

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME WHEN 
I FINISH?
On successful completion of this course, you will have the opportunity to be 
treated as an internal applicant. This means that should you wish to progress 
onto the next level you will not have to complete a formal application form. 

You might go on to do: 
•	 National Certificate (NC) Built Environment 

•	 Pre apprentice Electrician 

•	 Pre apprentice Plumbing 

The level you might enter would depend on the level and relevance of your 
other qualifications 

•	 Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers advisers 		
	 are available in school to support young people with making key 		
	 career decisions as they progress through school, and beyond.

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?

 
Early Learning and Childcare 
Glasgow Clyde College – Langside Campus  
National Progression Award (NPA): Social Services: Children and 
Young People - SCQF 6 
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POLITICS POLITICS (S6 only)

Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
Higher Politics will encourage you to develop important 
attitudes, including: an open mind and respect for the values, 
beliefs and cultures of others; an openness to new thinking 
and ideas; and a sense of responsibility and global citizenship. 
Politics contributes to learners’ understanding of the society 
in which you live and work by helping you to develop an 
understanding of political ideas and political systems in a UK 
and international context. This sense of political understanding 
will, in turn, assist you in participating as effective contributors 
to society and responsible citizens within that society, as well 
as giving you more individual confidence in their learning and 
working lives.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
Recommended:
•	 Higher Pass in any social subject

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Politics SCQF Level 6:
•	 Political Theory

•	 Political Systems

•	 Political Parties & Elections

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to study:
•	� Politics, Law, Social Sciences, Journalism,  

International Relations, Civil Service

CONTENTS
PAGE



CONTENTS
PAGE

Valuable resources:      www.myworldofwork.co.uk  •  www.planitplus.net  •  www.workit.info
CONTENTS

PAGE

POOL LIFEGUARDINGPOOL LIFEGUARDING

95

COURSE OUTLINE
The National Pool Lifeguard Qualification is the most widely 
recognised lifeguard qualification in the UK & Ireland and  
is a requirement for most lifeguarding jobs in the country.   
East Renfrewshire Culture and Leisure will provide you with the 
opportunity to develop the knowledge and practical skills to  
work as a pool lifeguard and administer first aid as required, 
including cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR), automatic  
external defibrillator (AED) and pool related rescue equipment. 

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Two week block attendance (1st to 11th April - all day)

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must:  
•	 Be 16 years of age at the start of the course
•	 Be able to meet the following criteria:
	 – jump/dive into deep water
	 – swim 50 metres in less than 60 seconds
	 – swim 100 metres continuously on front and back in deep water
	 – tread water for 30 seconds
	 – surface dive to the floor of the pool
	 – climb out unaided without ladder/steps and  
	 where the pool design permits

East Renfrewshire Culture and Leisure 
SCQF Level 5 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
IQL Level 2 Award in Pool Lifeguarding, Intervention,  
Supervision and Rescue SCQF Level 5
•	 The Lifeguard and the Law, Swimming Pool Supervision
•	 Intervention and Rescue and Emergency Action Plans
•	 Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation, AED and First Aid
Please note, this course is physically demanding and will include 
swimming to set times, lifting casualties and diving in to the deepest 
part of the swimming pool.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 Employment as a Swimming pool attendant, recreation 		
	 assistant, or beach lifeguard
•	 Scottish Vocational Qualification (SVQ) in Sport and Recreation
•	 �Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 

advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond
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Glasgow Clyde College – Cardonald Campus 
SCQF Level 5 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

COURSE OUTLINE
The National 5 Practical Electronics course will provide you 
with the opportunity to complete practical projects and 
investigative tasks. You will gain a broad practical introduction 
to electronics and a solid foundation for further study or 
a career in electronics, electrical engineering and related 
disciplines. You will develop knowledge and understanding 
of key concepts in electronics and apply these in a range of 
contexts. In addition, you will learn a range of practical skills 
in electronics, including skills in analysis, problem-solving, 
design skills, the safe use of tools and equipment, and 
evaluating products and systems. The Practical Electronics 
course provides a valuable complementary practical 
experience if you are already studying engineering science, 
physics or other science courses.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to April.  

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 National 5 Maths and English.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National 5 Practical Electronics SCQF Level 5: 
•	� Circuit Design 
•	� Circuit Simulation 
•	� Circuit Construction.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 National Certificate (NC) Level 6 in Practical Electronics 
•	 Higher National Diploma (HND) Electronics 
	 The level you might enter would depend on the level and 		
	 relevance of your other qualifications 
•	 Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 		
	 advisers are available in school to support young people with 		
	 making key career decisions as they progress through school, 		
	 and beyond.

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?
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PROFESSIONAL COOKERYPROFESSIONAL COOKERY
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COURSE OUTLINE
The National Progression Award (NPA) in Professional Cookery 
will provide you with the opportunity to develop basic practical 
skills necessary to work in the catering industry. Working 
collaboratively, you will develop the capability to plan your time 
in the kitchen as part of a team, gathering ingredients, using 
equipment and communicating to complete your tasks on time. 
In addition, in one of the City of Glasgow College specialist 
bakeries, you will learn to produce a range of baked goods 
following industry-standard health and safety and hygiene 
measures.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to April. 

Please note, you will travel home independently by bus or 
train from the City of Glasgow College. Please refer to the 
Scottish Government free travel for young people under 22. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You should have:
•	 An interest in professional cookery as this is as this is 	
	 a practical course with participants learning to cook in 
	 a commercial kitchen
•	 National 4 English.

City of Glasgow College – City Campus
SCQF Level 4 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National Progression Award in Professional Cookery 
SCQF Level 4:
•	� Craft Baking: An Introduction
•	� Food Preparation Techniques: An Introduction
•	� Cookery Processes: An Introduction
•	� Food Hygiene for the Hospitality Industry
•	� Organisation of Practice Skills (OPS)
Please note: you will be handling meat and dairy products.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� A full time National Certificate (NQ Level 5) in Professional 

Cookery
•	� Group Award – Bakery SCQF Level 4
•	� A Modern Apprenticeship in the hospitality industry, leading to 

a relevant Scottish Vocational Qualification (SVQ) Levels 2 and 
3. You would normally train on the job or off the job at college, 
restaurant kitchen, professional catering kitchen or training 
centre. Apprenticeships usually last for two or three years.

You will need to be 18 years of age or older for some of the jobs 
in this sector
•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 

advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.
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PREPARATIONPREPARATION
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COURSE OUTLINE
The National Progression Award (NPA) in Professional Theatre 
Preparation offers you the opportunity to develop your skills in 
acting. This course will provide the knowledge and skills and 
resources that may be called upon when preparing for interviews 
and auditions, for entry to drama courses and/or the theatre or 
performing arts profession.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to April.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must be working towards or have:
•	� Previous experience of drama, theatre groups, acting clubs, 

Higher Drama or equivalent
•	� English National 5.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National Progression Award in Professional Theatre 
Preparation SCQF Level 6:
•	� Preparation for Audition
•	� Drama: Acting Skills
•	� Creative Project

There is one mandatory unit, Preparation for Audition, which will 
prepare you for the audition process through developing a broad 
overview of the types of work available within the performing arts 
sector and preparing for, performing and evaluating your own 
audition performance. You will then work on the specific practical 
skill of acting. This course is highly practical in nature.

Glasgow Clyde College - Langside Campus  
SCQF Level 6 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
Upon successful completion and subject to attendance, effort  
and commitment you will be offered an Unconditional place  
within Glasgow Clyde College on one of the following courses.  
The level you might enter would depend on the level and 
relevance of your other qualifications.

•	 National Certificate (NC) Acting and Performance 

•	 Higher National Certificate/Diploma (HNC/HND)  
	 Acting and Performance.

You might also go on to: 
•	� Employment opportunities after training such as, lighting 

technician, actor, prop maker, scenic artist, set designer,  
stage manager, stagehand, or wardrobe assistant

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?
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PSYCHOLOGY PSYCHOLOGY (S6 only)

Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Higher course is offered to 6th year pupils. The course  
enables learners to develop an understanding of the psychological 
study of the human mind and behaviour in a range of contexts, 
and enhances the ability to use evidence to explain behaviour.  
The course develops skills of analysis, evaluation and research 
which are transferable to many other subject areas and are  
essential for study in Higher Education.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY 
Must have: 
•	�� 4 Highers at a B

•	 Interested in a course in Psychology

 
QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
•	� Individual Behaviour – Sleep and dreams

•	 Social Behaviour – Conformity and obedience and Prejudice

•	 Research

COURSE ASSESSMENT
To achieve a full award learners must complete an assignment 
worth 40 marks out of a total of 120 marks for the course 
assessment. The remaining 80 marks are examined by SQA 
through a question paper exam. The Course is graded A–D.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� University Psychology degrees which can cover a wide range 

from composite degrees through to specialisation in certain 
fields such as Criminal and Forensic Psychology or Counselling. 

CONTENTS
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COURSE OUTLINE
Glasgow Clyde College will provide you with the opportunity 
to gain a Personal Development Award in Psychology. The 
Psychology award aims to provide you with an understanding 
of psychology and will look at the historical development 
of psychology since the 19th Century. The major schools of 
thought that have influenced the development of psychology 
will be considered (behaviourist, cognitive, psychoanalytic 
and biological) as well as the contributions of famous 
psychologists.  

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August until April.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 a minimum of an A or B grade in one of the following 	
	 subjects: Higher English, Higher Geography, Higher  
	 History, Higher Media Studies, Higher Modern Studies, 	
	 Higher Psychology or Higher Sociology

•	 a clear interest in the subject area

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Personal Development Award in Psychology SCQF Level 7 
•	 History and Development of Psychology 
•	 Explanation and Research of Psychological Topics 

This course is demanding in terms of written work, study at 
home and group work. 

Glasgow Clyde College – Langside Campus
SCQF Level 7 – Open to S6 Pupils

COURSE ASSESSMENT
The course will be assessed in a variety of ways including an essay 
response, a closed book assessment and a research assignment. The 
purpose of the assignment is to assess research and communication 
skills appropriate to psychology.  Small groups will choose to 
investigate a relevant research topic, design the research method, 
conduct the research and then write a report using a standardised 
format. Each individual will write their own report. 

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME  
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
• 	�Full time higher education course in social science at college  

or university degree courses in psychology, neuropsychology, arts, 
social sciences, sciences, criminology or business studies. The level 
you might enter would depend on the level and relevance of your 
other qualifications 

• 	�Employment in psychology, social sciences, sciences, criminology or 
business 

Further information on psychology and the prospects it offers can also 
be found at www.bps.org.uk
• 	�Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers advisers 

are available in school to support young people with making key 
career decisions as they progress through school, and beyond.

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?
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COURSE OUTLINE
The National Progression Award in Radio and Broadcasting 
provides you with the opportunity to explore the skills in radio 
and podcasting production. You will develop skills in programme 
development, preparing content for online and broadcast 
distribution and microphone presentation skills. Working 
collaboratively, you will create podcasts and programmes that 
showcase your skills and detail your experience.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to April. 

Please note, you will travel home independently by bus or 
train from the City of Glasgow College. Please refer to the 
Scottish Government free travel for young people under 22. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	� English National 5 
•	� A genuine interest in Radio or Podcast Production.

City of Glasgow College – City Campus  
SCQF Level 5 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
​National Progression Award in Radio and Broadcasting  
SCQF Level 5:
•	� Media: Radio Journalism   
•	� Media: Radio Interviewing   
•	� Media: Presenting for Radio and Television   
•	� Media: Making a Radio Programme.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do: 
•	� A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National 

Certificate (HNC), Higher National Diploma (HND) or degree, 
in Radio Broadcasting, Creative Industries or Media & 
Communication.  The level you might enter would depend on 
the level and relevance of your other qualifications 

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond. 
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RMPSRMPS

Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
Higher RMPS is a one year course for students wishing to further 
explore religious, moral and philosophical ideas. The Higher 
RMPS course teaches a range of content and skills that are highly 
relevant in the ever-changing multicultural society in which we live. 
Higher RMPS is a growing subject in Scotland and is recognised 
by universities as an excellent entrance qualification.

As part of the higher course you will examine religious ideas 
and practices, moral issues and dilemmas and some of life’s 
big questions. You will have the opportunity to engage in lively, 
stimulating and challenging discussion on a range of RMPS topics.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	� National 5 RMPS 

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies  
SCQF level 6:
•	� World Religion

•	� Morality and Belief

•	� Religious and Philosophical Questions

COURSE ASSIGNMENT
The assignment gives you the opportunity to investigate a religious, 
moral or philosophical question in greater depth.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� Higher courses at college or university degree courses in 

Philosophy, Law, Medicine, Journalism, Literature, Media and 
Social Sciences.

The level you might enter would depend on the level and relevance 
of your other qualifications.

CONTENTS
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RMPSRMPS

Advanced Higher (SCQF Level 7)

COURSE OUTLINE
Advanced Higher RMPS is a one year course for students 
wishing to further explore religious, moral and philosophical 
ideas. The Advanced Higher RMPS course follows on from 
Higher and teaches a range of content and skills that are 
highly relevant in the ever-changing multicultural society in 
which we live. Advanced Higher RMPS is a growing subject 
in Scotland and is recognised by universities as an excellent 
entrance qualification. As part of the Advanced Higher course 
students will examine ideas and concepts from the philosophy 
of religion and will explore ethical issues arising from medical 
advancements. You will have the opportunity to engage in  
lively, stimulating and challenging discussion on a range of 
RMPS topics.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	� Higher RMPS 

•	� Higher English

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Advanced Higher Religious, Moral and Philosophical 
Studies SCQF level 7:
•	� Philosophy of Religion

•	� Medical Ethics

•	� Dissertation

COURSE ASSIGNMENT
The course assessment consists of a dissertation.  
The dissertation gives you the opportunity to investigate a 
religious, moral or philosophical question in greater depth.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	� University degree courses in Philosophy, Law, Medicine, 

Journalism, Literature, Media and Social Sciences. The level 
you might enter would depend on the level and relevance of 
your other qualifications.
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SCIENTIFIC TECHNOLOGIESSCIENTIFIC TECHNOLOGIES

National Progression Award (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
This course focuses mainly on Chemistry and Mathematics.

Unit 1: Laboratory Safety 
This first unit will allow you to gain experience and practice in 
working safely in a laboratory environment. It will provide you with 
knowledge of safety and security procedures and how these are 
applied to a specific laboratory. You will also learn about common 
laboratory hazards. 

Unit 2: Mathematics for Science 2
In this unit, you will have the opportunity to gain an understanding 
of the mathematics, which is the foundation for all branches of 
Science. It aims to allow you to develop your skills in calculation, 
algebra, graph reading and drawing.

Unit 3: Fundamental Chemistry: An Introduction 
Throughout this unit, you will be introduced to the basic concepts 
of Chemistry. This involves a range of theoretical concepts and 
practical work. 

Unit 4: Experimental Procedures: Science 
The practical skills of pupils in performing scientific experimental 
procedures will be developed in this unit. It will also involve 
processing the results obtained through carrying out practical 
work. You will have the opportunity to carry out a laboratory-
based project within this unit. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have: 
•	 National 5 in Biology, Chemistry, Physics 

•	 Pupils also require a pass in National 5

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
You will be required to achieve all the required unit passes as 
outlined below:

•	� Laboratory Safety (SCQF Level 5) 

•	� Mathematics for Science 2 (SCQF Level 5)

•	� Fundamental Chemistry: An Introduction (SCQF Level 6) 

•	� Experimental Procedures: Science (SCQF Level 6) 

The course is assessed as pass/fail – not graded. There is no final 
exam. 

 
WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do: 
•	 �Employment opportunities such as Laboratory Assistant, 

Technician trainee, Trainee Scientist, Technician, Scientist,  
or Technologist 

•	 �A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National 
Certificate (HNC), Higher National Diploma (HND) or degree. 
The level you might enter would depend on the level and 
relevance of your other qualifications.
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COURSE OUTLINE
The Scottish Swimming Teacher Qualification (SSTQ) is the 
industry standard for those who wish to teach unsupervised to 
groups of swimmers with a range of abilities and is essential for 
seeking employment as a swimming teacher. East Renfrewshire 
Culture and Leisure will provide you with the opportunity to 
develop the knowledge and practical skills gain the necessary 
skills and experience prior to progressing to an aquatics working 
environment. They will support your ongoing learning and 
development ensuring that you are fully prepared to deliver  
high quality lessons. 

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Thursday (3.30pm – 8.00pm), Saturday and Sunday all day 
(8.30am to 5pm). Please note, that unlike other options, this 
course requires attendance over four week from 24th January  
until the 15th February.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 Be 16 years of age at the start of the course 
•	 Please note: all pupils are required to be checked by Disclosure 
	 Scotland as part of the Protecting Vulnerable Groups Scheme 		
	 (PVG Scheme) and will be required to become a member of 
	 the Scottish Swimming Membership Organisation and agree 		
	 to volunteer to teach for 20 hours after qualifying with East 		
	 Renfrewshire Culture and Leisure.

East Renfrewshire Culture and Leisure
SCQF Level 7 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
The Scottish Swimming Teacher Qualification (SSTQ)  
SCQF Level 7

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH? 
You might go on to do: 
•	 Employment as a Swimming Instructor, Swimming pool 		
	 attendant, or recreation assistant

•	 Scottish Vocational Qualification (SVQ) in Sport and Recreation 

•	 Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 		
	 advisers are available in school to support young people with 		
	 making key career decisions as they progress through school, 		
	 and beyond.
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COURSE OUTLINE
The Set Design and Construction for Television course will provide 
you with the opportunity to develop a comprehensive range of 
skills in the process of design for film and television.  Working 
collaboratively to a given brief, you will learn how to interpret  
and produce scale plans, before building a scale model of the set.  
Having had the opportunity to research methods and designs,  
you will use a range of materials and construction methods 
to create props. This course will be enhanced with visits from 
industry professionals and opportunities to visit television  
studios and production facilities.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to April.

Please note, you will travel home independently by bus or 
train from the City of Glasgow College. Please refer to the 
Scottish Government free travel for young people under 22.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	� National 5 English and an Art or Craft/Design subject
•	� a genuine interest in the design, film or television industry.

City of Glasgow College – City Campus  
SCQF Level 6 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Please note, you will be studying 3 units at SCQF Level 6,  
this is not a Group Award: 
•	 Technical Theatre Workshop Skills
•	 Theatre Stage Model Set Construction
•	 Theatrical Prop Making.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do: 
•	� A full time higher education course, such as a Higher National 

Certificate (HNC), Higher National Diploma (HND) or degree, 
in Model Making for Television and Film, Product Design, 
Furniture Design and Furniture Craftsmanship, related area of 
study. The level you might enter would depend on the level  
and relevance of your other qualifications

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.
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QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Foundation Apprenticeship in Social Services Children & Young People  
GL7A 46: Part of SVQ Level 2 in Social Services (Children & Young People) 
•	 Support effective communication 
•	 Support the health and safety of yourself and individuals 
•	 Develop your own knowledge and practice 
•	 Support the safeguarding of children
National Progression Award (NPA) in Social Services (Children & Young People) 
•	 Safeguarding of Children and Young People 
•	 Play for Children and Young People 
•	 Communication with Children and Young People 
•	 Development of Children and Young People 
•	 Promote the Wellbeing and Safety of Children and Young People
A Foundation Apprenticeship is a work based learning apprenticeship, where 
you are expected to attend work placements either physically or remotely 
including work shadowing, industry talks, industry visits and work related 
training. 

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
On successful completion of this course, you will have the opportunity to be 
treated as an internal applicant. This will also be dependent on your attendance 
and commitment to this course. You could progress on to the following full-time 
programmes:
•	 HNC Childhood Practice (SCQF Level 7) • HNC Additional Support Needs  
	 (SCQF Level 7)
You might also go on to:
•	 A Modern Apprenticeship in Childcare or Early Years Care and Education,  
	 leading to a Scottish Vocational Qualification (SVQ) Levels 2 to 4 in Social  
	 Services: Children and Young People 
On gaining employment, further possible progression onto level 8 Professional 
Development Award as well as degree level study at SCQF level 9
•	 Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers advisers are  
	 available in school to support young people with making key career 
	 decisions as they progress through school, and beyond.
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COURSE OUTLINE
The Foundation Apprenticeship in Social Services (Children  
and Young People) aims to give you the opportunity to 
develop the values, knowledge and skills, required to work 
with children and young people, and so enter a career in early 
learning and childcare.  You will develop an understanding 
of how children and young people develop and learn, how 
to support and promote play and ensure safety, wellbeing, 
and protection. You will have the opportunity to undertake a 
National Progression Award (NPA) in Social Services: children 
and young people and you will also complete part of the 
Scottish Vocational Qualification (SVQ) in Social Services 
(Children and Young People) for which you will undertake a 
work placement. 

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
You will attend college on a Tuesday and Thursday afternoon 
(1:30pm-4pm).  You will need to undertake at least four hours 
work placement each week across the academic year (this will  
be discussed with your school to best fit with your timetable), 
and if required a 3-week block placement in June. Please 
note, you will travel independently by bus or train when 
participating in your work placement. 

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must: 
•	 have achieved National 5 English (grade A-C)
•	 have or be working towards Higher English (grade A-C)  
	 in S6
•	 be intending to leave schools at the end of S6 with a 		
	 minimum of one more Highers, including English
•	 have a clear interest in Early Learning and Childcare,  
	 Playwork, Education or Social Services.

Glasgow Clyde College
SCQF Level 6 – Open to S6 Pupils
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SPANISHSPANISH

Higher (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
This course provides the opportunity to develop a pupil’s  
interest in learning the Spanish language and build on their 
curiosity of Spanish culture. Pupils will continue to improve 
talking, listening, reading and writing skills. A variety of 
topics are studied based on four contexts: society, learning, 
employability and culture. Spanish will be used in class as much 
as possible and pupils will frequently work with their teacher to 
improve their talking skills. Authentic videos, texts and listening 
materials will be used as well as up-to-date media. Pupils will 
develop an in-depth understanding of how Spanish works to 
enable them to use their knowledge to say and write what 
they want in Spanish, rather than learning phrases off by heart. 
Successful completion of the Higher Spanish course will  
provide pupils with a good level of language competence  
and the opportunity to feel ready to have a conversation with  
a Spanish speaker.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 National 5 French or Spanish

•	� If you would like to crash Higher Spanish, then you must  
have passed Higher French.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Higher Spanish SCQF Level 6:
•	 Understanding Language: Reading and Listening

•	 Using language: Talking and Writing

•	 Final exam: Including internally assessed talking  
	 performance

ADDITIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
•	 �Additional qualifications in a wide range of languages can  

be organised on a bespoke basis through partnerships,  
where possible.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE 
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 Advanced Higher Spanish

•	 An additional Higher in French

CONTENTS
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SPANISHSPANISH

Advanced Higher (SCQF Level 7)

COURSE OUTLINE
The Advanced Higher Spanish course will allow you to develop 
further your language skills to a level of competence, whether or 
not you intend to follow a language course in higher or further 
education. The course provides you with the opportunity to 
further develop your reading, listening, talking and writing skills. 
In addition it will contribute to your general education through 
consideration of intellectually stimulating topics. As far as 
possible, the foreign language is the medium of instruction and 
discussion. You will have access to a range of authentic materials 
including videos, newspapers and magazines.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 Higher Spanish at A or B

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Advanced Higher Spanish SCQF Level 7:
•	 Understanding Language: Reading and Listening

•	 Using Language: Talking and Writing

•	 Specialist Study

ADDITIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
•	 �Additional qualifications in a wide range of languages can  

be organised on a bespoke basis through partnerships,  
where possible. 

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE 
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 Further study of Spanish at Higher or Further education

•	 Many degrees offer time abroad and Advanced Higher Spanish 
equips you with the linguistic competence to spend a term or 
longer in a Spanish speaking country while fully benefiting from 
having the necessary understanding of the language.

CONTENTS
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COURSE OUTLINE
The National Progression Award (NPA) in Sport Coaching  
Through Play will develop your knowledge and skills of the 
Coaching process - Planning, Delivering and Evaluating. 
The course takes a practical approach, and you will have the 
opportunity to take part in all aspects of coaching and playing 
various sports both indoor and outdoor. In addition, you may 
take part in sports such as, badminton, basketball, volleyball and 
football, and also fitness activities such as circuits, indoor cycling, 
group exercise and exercise with music.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).  
The duration of the course is August to April.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have: 
•	 3 passes at National 5 
•	� a passionate interest in playing sport, coaching sport and/or 

personal fitness or fitness instructing.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National Progression Award in Play in a Sports Environment  
SCQF Level 6
•	 Provide Play Sessions in a Sport Environment
•	� Health, safety and well-being of children and young people in  

a sport environment
•	� Working with children and young people to provide play in  

a sport environment.

Glasgow Clyde College – Cardonald Campus
SCQF Level 6 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ME 
WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 National Qualification (NQ) Sports Coaching, Level 6
•	� National Qualification (NQ) Celtic Football Coaching Pathway, 

Level 6
•	 National Qualification (NQ) Fitness, Fitness, Physical 			
	 Activity and Health 
•	� Higher National Certificate (HNC) or Diploma (HND)  

Coaching and Developing Sport
•	� Higher National Certificate (HNC) or Diploma (HND)  

NextGen Physical Activity and Health

Employment Routes 
•	 After further study, work in a Sport Centre environment 
•	� Coaches, Teachers, Fitness Instructors, Sport Development 

Officer and Active Schools Coordinator
•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 

advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.

WHAT ARE A FEW OF THE META SKILLS I WILL DEVELOP?
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SPORTS DEVELOPMENTSPORTS DEVELOPMENT

National Progression Award (SCQF Level 6)

COURSE OUTLINE
The National Progression Award (NPA) in Sports Development 
will develop your knowledge and skills required for coaching 
young people – planning, implementing and evaluating. 
The course takes a practical approach and you will have the 
opportunity to take part in all aspects of coaching and playing 
various sports both indoor and outdoor. This will also include a 
6 week placement in one our local primary schools (during your 
Sports Development periods) that will involve the planning and 
delivering of physical education to a Primary 7 class.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
•	 �A passionate interest in playing sport, coaching sport and/or 

personal fitness/fitness instructing

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
•	 �6 week placement in Primary school or equivalent  

(during Sports Development periods)

•	 1000 word essay

•	 Organise whole school event (E.g. S1 Fun Sports Day)

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO 
ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might go on to do:
•	 �National Qualification (NQ) Sports Coaching, Level 6 

•	 National Qualification (NQ) 

•	 Celtic Football Coaching Pathway, Level 6 

•	 National Qualification (NQ) Fitness, Health and Exercise Level 6 

•	� Higher National Certificate (HNC) or Diploma (HND) Coaching 
and Developing Sport 

•	� Higher National Certificate (HNC) Football – Coaching with 
Development 

•	� Higher National Certificate (HNC) or Diploma (HND) Fitness, 
Health and Exercise 

Employment Routes 
•	 After further study, work in a Sport Centre environment 

•	� Coaches, Teachers, Fitness Instructors, Sport Development 
Officer and Active Schools Coordinator.
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TRAVEL AND TOURISMTRAVEL AND TOURISM

National 5 (SCQF Level 5)

COURSE OUTLINE 
The aim of the Travel and Tourism course is to develop the skills, 
knowledge and attitudes, needed for work in the travel and 
tourism industry. You will also develop a greater awareness of 
various resorts in Scotland, the UK and worldwide, as well as an 
understanding of the latest trends in the tourism industry.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must have:
•	 There are no formal entry requirements to pursue this course.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
National 5 Skills for Work: Travel and Tourism SCQF level 5:

•	 Employability

•	 Customer Service

•	 Scotland

•	 UK and Worldwide

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might want to go on to do:
•	 Further study of a social subject at Higher

•	 Training or employment.



CONTENTS
PAGE

Valuable resources:      www.myworldofwork.co.uk  •  www.planitplus.net  •  www.workit.info
CONTENTS

PAGE

UP IN THE AIR AND ON THE GROUNDUP IN THE AIR AND ON THE GROUND

113

City of Glasgow College – City Campus
SCQF Level 4/5 – Open to S5/6 Pupils

COURSE OUTLINE
This collaborative course brings together the world of Travel, Events 
and Hospitality in an innovative and inspirational way.  Learning 
within the City of Glasgow simulated aircraft cabin and purpose-
built airline check-in desks, you’ll develop knowledge of the aviation 
industry and practise the skills required to work as a member of 
the Cabin Crew.  You will explore different types of airport check-
in work, following the customer’s journey through the airport from 
check-in to security to boarding the aircraft for their flight.  You will 
develop a range of food and drink service skills from barista training 
to providing food and drinks service at events. You will explore 
beverages including speciality coffee/teas, mocktails, bubble teas 
and other on-trend drinks. In addition, you will learn about effective 
events management and working collaboratively, you will plan, 
organise and stage an event within the City of Glasgow training 
restaurants Scholars’ and City Bistro.  Guest speakers from industry 
partners, practical experience and the opportunity for site visits will 
ensure that you’ll develop a clear understanding of the career paths 
available in this sector.

ATTENDANCE PATTERN
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30pm to 4pm).

The duration of the course is August to April.

Please note, you will travel home independently by bus or train 
from the City of Glasgow College. Please refer to the Scottish 
Government free travel for young people under 22.

PUPIL ELIGIBILITY
You must:
•	 National 4 English and Maths
•	 1 other subject at National 4
•	 an interest in working in the Travel, Events or Hospitality sector.

QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN
Please note, you will be studying 5 units at SCQF Level 4/5,  
this is not a Group Award:

•	 Basic Beverage Service
•	 Non-Alcoholic Beverages​
•	 Assist with an Event
•	 Working as Air Cabin Crew
•	 Airport Ground Operations.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE  
TO ME WHEN I FINISH?
You might also go on to do:
•	� Employment opportunities after training such as, cabin crew, 

airport security officer, check in assistant, baggage handler,  
or barista

•	� A full time higher education course, such as a National 
Qualification (NQ), Higher National Certificate (HNC), 
Higher National Diploma (HND) or degree in  Hospitality 
Management, Travel and Tourism or Events Management.  
The level you might enter would depend on the level and 
relevance of your other qualifications

•	� Employment opportunities such as, Hotel Front of House,  
Cabin Crew, Tour Guide or Working in a Travel Agency

•	� Skills Development Scotland professionally qualified careers 
advisers are available in school to support young people with 
making key career decisions as they progress through school, 
and beyond.




